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ABSTRACT 


Clinical Pecture 
GONORRH@AL RHEUMATISM. 


Delivered at the Middlesex Hospital, Oct. 9th, 1871, 
By T. W. NUNN, F.BR.CS., 


SURGEON TO THE HOSPITAL. 





GenTLemen,— From time to time during the past session 
or two you may have observed in the wards cases which 
were admitted under the name of Gonorrhw@al Rheumatism, 
while perhaps some of you may remember that I expressed 
in my clinique doubts as to the existence of such a disease 
as true gonorrhwal rheumatism. 

The history of a typical case of so-called gonorrhe@al 
rheumatism is somewhat as follows:—The patient finds 
himself with a urethral discharge ; immediately past cir- 
cumstances justify a suspicion that he has contracted 
gonorrh@a; probably three weeks after such discovery, the 
knee, elbow, or ankle puffs up, and he suffers more or less 
constitutional disturbance: so lamed, the patient is driven 
to seek medical advice. 

Suppose, now, the same sequence of phenomena to occur 
three or four times in the wine individual, one would natu- 
rally say, Here we have cause and effect: in some way or 
other, clearly, the urethral discharge is the cause of the 
articular rheumatism. What then is the actual relation 
between the urethral discharge and the i of the 
joint? I inquired the other day of a patient, who been 
sent to me as labouring under gonorrheal rheumatism, 
what he himself took to be the state of affairs. He said, 
“TI imagine that the poison of the gonorrh@a has been 
abso into my blood, and that it is working on my 
joints.” That is a very reasonable idea, for a non-profes- 
sional person at any rate, to hold, and I dare say is accepted 
as representing the fact by many practitioners. But against 
this view it can be urged, firstly, that gonorrhea is not due 


to any specific animal poison; and, secondly, that women | 


never, or with rare exceptions, suffer from gonorrhwal 
rheumatism, sotwithetandige that the extent of mucous 
surface inflamed is much greater in women than in men in 
this disease: and there is nothing in the difference of sex 
that would prevent a specific animal m from affecting 
either sex. This immunity of the female gives us, 
I the clue to the nature of the disease. In male, 
the mucous membrane inflamed is a part of the urinary as 
well as of the genital system, and is in direet connexion 
with the kidney; and eo there is no necessity for divergin 


into a discussion on the specificity or non ty o 
orrheal inflammation, since we can rati infer that 
e functions of the kidney would be liable to disturbance 


by a morbid action at the distal segment of the genito- 
canal, from the known sympathy of the various por- 

tions of the same system with each other. 
To return to facts. I will ive you a history from my 


the ed ; or the loots nt the history of ‘ant 
ce of the lecturer. It is so t 

cee petty Ae yo He had 

toms t 

ilineas tobe tations at on three occasions he had 

laid up with so-called gonorrhw@al rheumatism. At 

the end of the year 1862 he contracted gonorrhea. In 
January, 1863, three weeks he was crippled 
with rheumatism in the foot and ankle, which disab’ im 
for three months. I Nac ae pena in this case 
the ankle was the joint ted, because you will find it 
mage! pe dl ag a elles igen onl yg or 
form of rheumatic inflammation, as though this form of 
rheumatism had a special gravitation to the knee-joint. In 
the spring of 1864 this gentleman again had orrhea, 
and again, after three weeks, had rheumatism in the foot. 
Fora third time he had in 1866, and again, 
three weeks after, 
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and then in the hip, and, finally, im the knee; thus, at last, 
the oe participated in the synovial disturbance. It 
fortunately happened, I may mention, that the alarm of 
1868, the date of his application to me, was groundless. 
Now here is an important cireumstance to be noted. The 
brother of this patient was equally liable to synovial in- 
flammation under similar conditions; and we shall pre- 
sently see why this circumstance is t. 

In this case, then, in the course of four or five years the 
patient had three attacks of gonorrhea and three attacks 
of rheumatism, in each instance the rheumatism coming on 
within about three weeks after the commencement of the 
urethral discharge. Without question, I think, this is a 
case of rheumatism depending for ite exciting cause upon 
an inflammatory condition of the urethra, that inflammatory 
condition being gonorrh@al. However, it is not uncommon 
to meet with cases of urethritis in a rheumatic 
or a gouty state of the system, the ure discharge being 
merely one of the rheumatic or gouty phenomena. For 
instance, I have before my mind’s eye a case in which I 
have repeatedly observed that the earliest symptom of an 
attack of gout is a purulent urethral discharge, accom- 
panied by scalding in passing water and chordee. Unless 
complete and absolute confidence could be placed in the 
statements of the patient, it would be quite consistent with 
what we ordinarily see to conclude that he had gonorrhea. 
Thus we have an easy path to an erroneous diagnosis ; and 
I have no doubt that it has been owing to the conf. 
of cases like the first described with cases like this 
such indefinite opinions have been prom . Mr. Athol 
Johnson,* for example, says that “synovial inflammation 
is occasionally met with in connexion with lent inflam- 
mation of the urethra, or even with parees 
This compiication to have been first described by 
Sir o> fe Brodie, and usually now 
name of gonorrheal rheumatism, though it differs from 
rheumatism, and is not necessarily 
rheea.”...... “All stages of gonorrbwa may present this 
complication, and usually no material change in the dis- 
charge is noticed, though sometimes it declines a little 
when the synovial affection shows itself.” I refer you to 
the book named for fear I should be doing Mr. Athol 
Johnson injustice. I cannot, however, omit adding that 
gonorrheal rheumatism was described by Swediaur at least 
_twenty years before the publication of Sir Benjamin Brodie’s 
first book on Affections of the Jointe.+ 

Now I will give you illustrations of the sympathy of the 
urethral mucous membrane with the rest of the system. It 
very frequently, almost as a rule, occurs that the first 
passage of a bougie is followed by faintness. The simple 
passing of a bougie or catheter may be followed by a rigor ; 
within twelve or twenty-four hours the patient on whom 
the or catheter has been passed has a shivering fit, 
which is succeeded by other symptoms of feverishness. 
This oceurrence, by the way, you will find very annoying 
-and perplexing ; it however usually leads to nothing more 
serious, but I have met with instances in which it initiated 
a troublesome iliness. 

Here is another almost parallel example. Gonorrhaa, as 
gel are well aware, is liable to be followed by orchitis ; in- 

mation of the urethra from other causes may also induce 
orchitis, and even the simple passing 
occasionally do the same ; it being remembered, however, 
that the or other instrument would not have been 


connected with gonor- 


of a bougie will 


used unless had been already existing some in 

for ite: ent in the condition of the genito-urinary 
track. the faintness at the moment of the passing 
of a bougie—the intense rigor coming on some hours after 


the same operation—and the acute inflammatory pheno- 
mena in the testis just described, we meet sometimes with 
instances of urethral irritation giving rise to symptoms of 
intermittent fever. Several years since my friend, Mr. 
Henry Smith, of King’s College Hospital, published a case 
in which a small abscess, just external to the urethra some- 
where near the bulb, was the cause of a train of symptoms 
having, one might say, an exact resemblance to those of 
intermittent fever. 2 gee.cant.cottidiealien. eens tee 
was that of a medical man who had been resident in India, 
but who applied to me on account of a very bad urethral 











* Holmes’s Surgery, p. 735, vol. iii, first edition. 
+ See Swediaur’s “‘iraité les des Maladies - 
litiques.” Quatridme Gaitions "Perle =_— AN 
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. Stricture ;, he had taken large quantities of quinine without 
effect. Bearing Mr, Smith's casein my memory, I examined 
_ the perineum of this patient, and found a swall hard knot, 
.. Which I punctured, letting out not more than half adrachm 
of. thick, pus,. but with an immediate cessation of the 


says it-is ‘most common in men after the middle 
age, and in.those who have lived: freely,’”’ and. that rheu- 
., matism is “at least as reqoast in females,” and im the 

of. enfee! powers. What practically 
seems to me to be the state of the case is as followa:— 


skin,—gout to some fault in the relations of the gastro- 
intestinal mucous membrane,—and so-called gonorrhewal 
rheumatism to some fault in the relations of the urethral 
mucous membrane,—with the kidney. You must not, how- 
ever, imagine from my saying this, that I to solve 
the whole difficulties thus with a wave of the hand: far 
from it...I only to give a definite form:and shape 
to an idea of which you must yourselves by future observa- 
tion test the accuracy. I offer it to, you, in place of the 
fanaa arly rapnore (1862), and the despair of Dr. 

»+ who says, after ro ena | ing the cause of 
eT en «It will be seen from the above 
remarks how imperfect is our knowledge of the etiology of 
this disease, and it would be useless to enter into any 
farther speculations upon the subject.” 

I told you that I attached considerable importance to the 
fact that the brother of the patient whose history I detailed 
was as liable.as the patient himself to gonorrhmal rheuma- 
tism.; This is the reason why I attach i ce to it— 
namely, that. it is presumptive evidence that liability to 
qenenmne) Fee a sm is conned peculiarity or idio- 
syncrasy ; osyncrasy consisting in inflammatory 

oiinenieaen of circulation at the distal extremity of the 
urinary track (the urethra), being accompanied by functional 

disturbance at the. proxi or primary segment of that 

system (the kidney), Mr, Berkeley Hill,t on the authority 

of .Rollet, says that, “Of 2423 persons with gonorrhwa, 

one in 25 had also acute artbritis.”” That is to say, 4percent., 

iving out of the total named 96 cases for observation. 

- Hill, however, declares that ‘‘ the causes of rheumatoid 
arthritis are obscure,” and that the arthritic inflammation 
of gonorrhea has “certain pointe of difference from rheu- 
matiem excited by ordinary. causes.” I have alread 
pointed out how easily gouty arthritis might in certain 
individuals be set down for gonorrh@al rheumatism ; there 
ia, however, another class of cases which, by being included 

_in lists of cases of gonorrhwal. rheumatiam, have served to 
add to the difficulty of comming 20 the pathology of the 
disord ly, the casegin which constitutional syphilis 

is not only a cause of gleet and stricture, but also of rheu- 
matoid symptoms. 

Thus then we shall meet with cases (a) in which rheu- 
matism is caused by urethritis, (b) in which urethritis is 
caused by rheumatism or gout, and (c) in which constitu- 
tional syphilis is the cause of both the urethritis and the 
rheumatism. I take this opportunity of saying a word or 





two regarding the connexion between constitutional syphilis . 


and urethritis. I endeavoured in a paper read before the 
Medico-Chirurgical Society in June, 1866, to show that one 
of the causes of obstinate stricture of the urethra—that is 
to say, adhesive urethritis—was a state of the system due to 
constitutional syphilis. Curiously enough, such a cause of 
stricture of the urethra is not mentioned in special works 
on syphilis or on stricture. Dr. Oppert, for example, in his 
book on Visceral Syphilis, while including almost every 
other mucous canal, omits to allude to the urethra in this 
point of view, 

In the treatment of any case in which we meet with 
urethral discharge and synovial inflammation coexistent, it 
is therefore obvious that we must search into the history of 
the case before any plan can be rationally determined upon, 
or rationally modified. At the outset of the complaint you 

« Age ——————— of Venereal Diseases, including the 
Dametend, MD. Third Editon, 1670. eS SF Peomman J. 

~ + Bamstead, op. cit. 

} Syphilis and Local Contagious Disorders. 1868. 








will regulate your treatment according to the conclusion 

pre ht ne ee cause. Se ane i 
gonorrhes, you -will treat the gon¢ 

the rheumatism} so to speak; to'take care of itself. I wi 

not enter upon the wide-field ‘of the ‘treatment of gonor- 

rhea. The out-patient department will afford you angie 

opportunity for the study of the treatment of this troub 


even of gonorrhtea. ee ae 
or a rheumatic diathesis, may, as before suggested, 
easily fall into an error of and prescribe copaiba 
or eubebs for a patient who has a kidney already damaged 
by gout. If the urethritis be an accompaniment of consti- 
tutional syphilis, it is tolerably certain that a course of 
mercury in some shape will be ired. But in spite:of 
your utmost endeavours, you meet with 
cases that refuse to mend ; in fact, farther, show an inclina- 
tion to slip h your fingers from the simple exhaustion 
induced by the continual pain in the joints. Under any 
circumstanees, the form of joint affections of which I am 
speaking is apt to be tedious, and it is more than probable 

at in private practice you will have to meet the suggestion 
of one of the patient’s “ disinterested friends.” As amatter 
of . experience, I may tell you that “the disinterested 
friend” is really a formidable enemy to the patient’s wel- 
fare, for his or advice, given with a self-confidence con- 
sistent only with the recklessness of i , carries with 
it too frequently the weight of a revelation. Asan example 
of the kind of advice to which I allade, I was told not-long 
ago by a patient who suffers often from go 
ally from gouty urethritis, that during his experience 
gout one hundred and one certain remedies for the gout 
had been recommended to him by various friends. On no 
subject you will find does the non-professional adviser feel 
so much at home and rampant as on that of —_—— 


Chapelle is especially serviceable in chronic join 
allied with nrethral trouble. I feel bound to tell not- 
ing, that the most striking cures effected by: the 
Aix-la-Chapelle that have fallen under my own 
mercurial infriction 


was combined 
with the baths, these cases having had a itie basis. 
On the other hand, I have known sufferers : 
rheumatic gout combined with stricture, languish at Aix- 
la-Chapelle, on going to Wildbad spring into a new life. 


wi 
waters of 
notice have been where 








ON THE DIFFERENTIAL TREATMENT OF 
UNION CLERKS AND UNION MEDICAT, 
OFFICERS BY THE LOCAL GOVERN- 
MENT BOARD. 

By ROBERT FOWLER, M.D., 


Late (POR NEARLY SEVENTEEN YEARS) A CITY DISTRICT 
MEDICAL OFFICER. 





By certain orders the Poor-law Board directed that the 
East London Union should, on the 30th daz of September, 
1869, be dissolved, and that the several parishes and places 
which were comprised within that union should be added 
to the. City of London Union. This annexation of the 
parishes aforesaid to the City of London Union had the effect 
of determining the appointments of all the officers of the East 
London Union. 7 

By the provisions of 31 and 32 Vict., cap. 122, sec. 15, 
and 30 and 31, Vict., cap, 106, sec, 20, the persons so de- 
prived of their offices became entitled to compensation for 
the loss thereof. 

The Guardians of the amalgamated City of London 
Union, having, however, no scheme ready to meet the 
altered state of things on September 30th, 1869, appointed 
all the medical officers of the dissolved union to act tem- 
porarily in their respective offices. 

The clerk and attorney of the East London Union did 
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‘met receive: 


~Becead Uietheadienarpanee 
aqeation, dita piepcbovt taken into ong 
other items, the Poor. ips tnonetiscachAtoahahet hieedel follow. 


‘conducting (proceedings on behalf of the 


ye a by such guardians, a 
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mated union. 
im his office of attorney ta theaoting 
London | Union, aaien the provisions of. “Phe Dissolved 
ecg Meangement ent sted imtrdtnine Ast, 1670.» (38 Viet. 


cap. 2.) 

Soon after thocamnigerin tion ‘af the: walicpt:: the elerk 
made ion to the, Poor-law Board for ¢ompensation 
for his of: office as clerk and attorney to the East: Lon- 


: don Union... In estimating. the amount ef ‘compensation to 


‘be awarded the clerk, the Poor-law Board proceeded on the 
principle'that in computing the salary of: an office? for this 

purpose the amount of the emoluments of his office, on the 
concluded at the Sit poondite 


‘img professional charges«(£169 19s. :10d.) should also be 
eae of the clerk's offiee, coming within 


pee ey en by Consolidated Order Amend. 
cnent 


February, 1866, Art'3—~viz:, Kor transact- 

in the legal business connected with the sale of lands 
ing-to the guardians to a Tee stem ayn for 
\guardians: at in- 


de @lanses Act. 
this award 


being tly 
town count ind dant * the Poor-law Board also relied on Art: 172 |: 


of the General Consolidated Order of the 24th of July, 1847, 
by which it is provided,.‘‘that the guardians, with’ the 
approval of the Commissioners, may pay to uny- officer * or 





‘or the necessities of the waion,” . The judges fully. endorsed 


this signification of ‘‘ emoluments df office,” and | in the fol- 
lowing words, Mr. Justice Blackburn .evén «went further. 


He said, “Though he (the clerk) has no:absolute right to 


the extra work and emoluments therefrom, that does not 
defeat his claim to for ‘the loss of them é he 
as deprived of the office to which they wer’ incident: It has, 
therefore, been legally decided that. such emolument was 
incident to the office of attorney and clerk to the Guardians 
of the East London Union; and that notwithstanding the 
said officer is still attorne to the acting guardians of the 
same union, and is act at 





mely, the of the union she 
is not therefore to be debarred from ‘being for 
analogous: charges inenrred.during the tenure of his 
conjointefiices.. Notwithstanding 





ment as attorney to the said acting guardians, the payment 
of the awarded tually commenced 
from the date of the am ao of the unions—namely, 
Septénrber! 30th, | 1869, ‘out Any! dedictions! fromthe 
esti total except b escent hia diebyrgomentater stamps popteges, 
counse fees, and the lik 
‘Vhe. Atte \ of) Paéliament’ ‘aforesaid leave éntirely and 
exclusively to the judgment) of the )Poor-law Board alone 
the settlement of these claims for compensation. In the 
case of the clerk! (and cortaia other ials) the Poor-law 
Board used fearlessly the power thus accorded, and having 
awarded a compensation we be to the clerk, forthwith 
forwarded their “order” t effect to the Board of 
Guardians of, the City of ee Union. « An» inquiry 
in the Poor-law Board sending the guardians the 
data whence had been deduced the annuity in question. 
There was no legal obligation on the Poor-law Beard to give 
this*information ; and Ihave reason to ‘believe it was 
contrary té the strong advice of certain of! the permanent 
officials at Gwydyr House that the Poor-law Board showed 
this first symptom of weakness. Having, however, obtained 
the information, and taking especial objection to. the specific 
sum allowed as compensation te the late clerk for his profits 
resulting from the legal business connected with the sale 
to the railway company, the guardians obtained a rule 
calling on the Poor-law Board to show cause why the order 


made by them should not be yn ye —— ‘the: Court of |: 


Queen’s Bench by certiorari to quash it, The trial came 
off in the Bail Court on June 12th, 1871, before Justices 
Blackburn and Mellor, who disehe "the ral 


July 1th Tey Rugre Reverie. Biaabare fests eins one 


This important cane aoa be 
pomorp in this question and 








Just about this time the guardians had finally reidived 
to subdivide the ated City of London Union into 
eretofore. Three 


six, instead of nine medical districts as hb 

district medical officers of the East London Union failed 
to obtain new ts. The medical officer of the 
Aldersgate, and the medical officer (m ) of ‘the Bishop- 
gute thereupon applied to Poor-law Board for 
compensation for the’ loss of our offites.”’ “My 
claim for was based’ on items in 


‘spetially connected with the duties Of migiieal -clber: In 
f sactation; thet’ ootiaderad bovgnticy ava im detail, 

for its ration, other collateral nt on fe 

contingent to, and, a I ‘believe,’ veobiy depen dent on 

my holding the tnion a tment.’ 

the: deprivation of. my office; thése woladiene 

thé very cream of ‘a Poor-law , have of course 


inpowl pes never to 
Poo pike. Beak: ee uamiee, 


~tunadatiaien these indirect ad westion at 
issue: Not the least noti¢s was’ taken ‘St be ip ‘Certain 
of these latter items, and such of the more direct emdélu- 
apents. apparently’ not ‘specially ‘co der the 
proviso of Art 172 aforesaid, aré, however, so far cident 
to the offies ab to clearly come utider the term “ 
whieh, as shown by the judgment of Mr. Juatics lack 
burn,* the Poor-law Board tosk eognisancé of in the 
claim. ws pe ee ‘as counsel for the Poorlaw 
Board in the | case ded té, ales observed, “If tie (the 
clerk) had negotiated with a purchaser for the sale of ‘his 
| office, he would have estimated’ the whole profits in the 
valuation of it.” So with “my ‘position—the’ loss of my 
appointment, on which these indirect: advanta stewed shytauaay were de- 
pendent, of a necessity considerably diminish 
value of either the whole or a ee: be sy protien 2 24 
It) is, however, as ‘those emoluments of ‘offtee 
which are specially’ ed for by Art 172 that’ the tréeat- 
ment of the officets” claim has‘ beeh so 
different to that of the elerk’s. The various Acts of Par- 
liament: ander which the Poor-law Board has ‘ 
these several claims accord no power whatever to the 
guardians to fix the calculation for, or the amount of,’the 
compensation to be awerded to any of the claimants. No 
sooner, however, had the powerful am ated union 
_commenéed action im © to the clerk’s claim than 
the Poor-law Board, h an- obsequious timidity totally 
‘unworthy: of so important a department of Government, 
adopted the unusual and unprecedented course of referring 
the: medical officers’ claims to the City of London Union. 
Uinasmuch as nbdt one single’ ~~ the appointments; for 
the loss of which the said medical officers have been awarded 
compensation, was passed ‘in the service of the union re- 
ferred to, the board of guardians’ thereof could, in reality, 
bave bad no official nee whatever of any of the items 
inserted:inm the respective eluime. 
The result, of course,’ might have been 
Such “ emoluments of ‘office”’ as coroner’s fees, fees for 
certifying for the admission of pauper lunatics into asy- 
lume, and the sation obtained for extraordinary 
——— during Gee aotloes epidemic of 1866, were all cord 
easly expunged by the guardians and the Poor-law Board 
irom the thie year total receipts. In fact, the medical 
officers were deprived of all advantages derivable from an 
application of 172 aforesaid to any item of their claims 
which came strictly within its proviso. The fees receivable 
for certificates re pauper lunaties, and the cholera compen- 
sation money, are most conclusively comprehended in the 
proviso of this ‘article. Such moneys are paid * by the 
guardians to the officer” “on account of extraordi 
services connected with his duties and with the necessities 
of the Union,’ with either the direct approval of the Poor- 
jaw Board, or the indirect, evidenesd when the auditor has 
signed his certificate at the foot of the Union balance sheet. 
The Poor-law Board, however, most tersely disposed of the 
cholera sum by calli ita mere * ” from the 
i lunacy fees the Board remarked 
‘that the magistrates, at whose instance the certificates were 
given, were at liberty to select any duly qualified medical 


——- for the 
tot possibilities, which. was pressed so 


This. argument 
rT of the against the medical officers’ claim, was in the case 
of the clerk smoothed over, and Practically ignored. ‘The 


circumstance of 


—_ 








* Law Times Reports, ant, cit, 
po2 
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Poor-law Board averred in correspondence that, although 
the guardians of the East London Union thought proper 
to avail themselves of their clerk’s legal services, it was 
quite clear they might have employed any other gentleman 
as their solicitor. Nevertheless, the Poor-law Board (as I 
have shown) by their acts inferentially acknowledged the 
force and justice of the subsequent remarks of Judge Black- 
burn in reference to the possibility of such legal employ- 
ment when deprived of the clerkship of the Union :—* But 
now he has only the same chance of being so employed that 
every other attorney has, and no more.”’* 

The coroner’s fees cannot, perhaps, be said to be strictly 
eomprehended in the proviso of Art.172. In correspond- 
ence, however, on this subject the Poor-law Board ob- 
served :—‘‘It has been the practice of the Board to take 
into their consideration the fees received by a medical officer 
for attending as a witness before the coroner when the 
medical officer in his official capacity had been in attendance 
upon the deceased at the time of his death”; or, as 
the Board in another letter implied, in obedience to the re- 
eeipt of a medical relief order. The absurdity of this 
restriction is at once apparent. I, however, in vain pointed 
out to the Poor-law Board that it was, except in cases not 
immediately fatal from violence, poisoning, &c., quite the 
exception to the rule for coroners’ inquests to be held upon 

attended by the medical officer at the period of de- 
cease ; and that, owing to the fact of the medical officers 
regarding rather the spirit than the letter of the law, and 
at once, in answer to an urgent summons, paying the first visit 
without obligating the production of the medical relief 
order; it most frequently resulted that coroners’ fees formed 
no little item of their annual receipts. 

Sinee the cessation of my Union surgeoncy, I have not 
received either a single coroner’s fee or a single pauper 
lunacy fee whatever, on account of any poor resident of 
this district. 

The Local Government Board has also just approved of 
extra compensation, on account of extraordinary services, 
to the present City of London Union medical officers in 
connexion with the recent epidemic, thus incontestably 
proving that this emolument is justly and purely “ incident 
to office.” It is a perfect misnomer to call it a gratuity.” 
I have reasons for believing that the exclusion of these 
said “incidents to office’ from the medical officer's claim 
is not approved of by all the advisers to Gwydyr House. 

The total for which I was to be compensated being 
decided, the Poor-law Board insisted on making a deduc- 
tion from the amount of my salary “to the extent of the 
value of the medicines which, by the terms of my contract, 
Iwas bound to supply to the pauper patients under my 
care.” I know, fora certainty, that it was practically im= 

ible for the late clerk to have performed the legal 
| saree of the East London Union without certain neces- 
sary expenses in pens, ink, paper, and other items in his 
private chambers. ‘Albeit, the Poor-law Board in writing 
admitted to me “that they did not make any deduction 
from the clerk’s salary” for such an expenditure. The 
pettiness of this deduction from-the~paltry salary of a 
union surgeon is the more ignominious, when it is well 
known that in certain unions which have adopted the dis- 
pensary system no reduction whatever has been made in 
the salaries of the respective medical officers. 

A still further difference was made in the two awards I 
have been comparing. All appointments ceased when the 
unions were amalgamated on Se ber 30th, 1869. Yet 
in the case of the medical officer, the Local Government 
Board has actually used his temporary employment in a 
totally distinct (the City of London) Union as a set-off 
against the first instalment of what is due to him as com- 
pensation for loss of office in the East London Union, and 
has insisted that the payment of his awarded annuity shall 
not commence until June 24th, 1870. The time spent in 
such temporary appointment is, nevertheless, not included 
in the period of service for which compensation is awarded. 

I have refrained as much as possible from commentin 
on this difference of treatment of two officers of 
official and social position in the Union. A short repetition 
of the facts in a side-by-side tabulated form will show at a 
glance whether or not I have established the comparison I 
have drawn. This comparison has much wider range than 





to be simply personal. These cases will undoubtedly be 
. * baw Times Reports, ant. cit, 





used as precedents. The differential treatment in store 
cannot bat be directly adverse to that all-essential in any 
scheme for the amelioration of the sick poor—viz., a zealous 
and contented medical staff. 


EAST LONDON UNION, 
The late clerk and attorney. The late medical officers. 

1, Appointment abated at the amal- | 1. Appointments abated at theamal- 
gmation, September 30th, 1869. gamation, September 30th, 1869, 

2. Subsequently and still employed 2. Subsequently employed (for nine 
by the acting guardians ofthe East | months) by the Guardians of the 
London Union. City of London Union, 

3. Claim for compensation decided, | 3, Claims for compensation referred 
without any reference whatever, by | by Poor-law Board to the Board of 
Poor-law Board, who by 30 & 31 | Guardians of the City of London 
Vict., cap. 106, sec, 20, are the sole Rake, despite the fact that the 
judges to award compensation, Act of Parliament does not autho- 

rise the former Board to relegate 

its judgment in such eases to the 
ardians, 


ees paid by the guardians with 
the approval of the Poor-'aw Board 
in strict ity with the letter 
of the General Consolidated Order, 
1847, Art. 172, not assessed 


as part 
of the “ will” incident to, and 
an a ” of, offives. 

5. Deduction made from the amount 
of salaries to the extent of the 
value of the medicines necessarily 
used in official 


6. Amount received for employments 
detailed in paragraph 2 used as a 


4. Profits derived from legal business | 4, 
performed for the guardians at 
Sheriffs’ inquisiti idered 





q as 
eoming “withia the spirit of the 
Consolidated Order, 1866, Art. 3,” 
and assessed as part of the “ good- 
wil! incident to,” and an “ emolu- 
ment” of, office, 

5. Ne deduction made from the 
amount of salary to the extent of 
the value of the private stationery 
necessarily used practice. 

6. Amount received and receivable 
for employment detailed in para- 





graph 2 not as a set-off set-off ugrainat the first instalment 
against the first instalment of of what is due as compensation for 
what is due as compennatiom for } loss of offices in the East London 
awe _— Office in the East London Union, 
nion. / 
7. Compensation commenced from |7. Compensation commenced from 
September 30th, 1869. | June 24th, 1870, 


Bishopsgate-street Without, Nov. 1871. 








ON CHROMIC ACID AS AN ANTISEPTIC, 
DISINFECTANT, ETC., 
MORE ESPECIALLY AS COMPARED WITH CARBOLIC ACID. 


By JOHN DOUGALL, M.D. Gras, 
(Concluded from p. 848.) 





Power in preventing animalcules.—As a preventive of germ 
life, chromic acid surpasses sixty-six other chemical bodies 
consisting of irritant, narcotic, and narcotico-irritant poisons, 
including all the known antiseptics and disinfectants, ex- 
cept two or three substances, with which it has not yet been 
eompared. In this respect it greatly excels carbolic acid, 
the average preventive strength of which, in three aqueous 
solutions of hay, urine, beef-juice, and egg albumen, is only 
1 to 400, while that of chromic acid is 1 to 3300.* 

Effects on animals.—The results of various experiments 
on rabbits &c. show that chromic acid, in concentrated 
solutions, is a pure and powerful corrosive of animal 
textures, effecting and complete local di 
tion. So actively does it destroy the vascular tunics, 
gelatinising their fluid contents, that absorption is ren- 
dered impossible; these, by the merest contact with the 
acid, being converted into consolidated emboli, which choke 
the ny and preclude further ingress. This 
view is ed by, or may be inferred from, the fact of 
bere or gy not being found in the blood or urine. If equal 
portions of muscular tissue and chromic acid be left in 
contact for about one hour, the whole is converted into a 
mass like burnt sugar, which is freely soluble in water, 
rendering it yellowish-browr. 

Chrome sores.—Through the kindness of Messrs. White, of 
Shawfield, near R the largest makers of bichro- 
mate of ium in country, Thad an opportunity 
lately of examining some of the “ chrome sores” on the bodies 
of several workmen. These occur chiefly on the hands and 
exposed parts, and are said to arise from the salt coming in 
contact with a denuded cuticular surface. The first sym- 
ptom is pain, succeeded redness; and latterly the 
affected part assumes a or furunculoid form. After 


* “On the Relative Powers of vasious Substances in preventing Animal- 
cules,” Churchill, - 
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the lapse of some days, a cylindrical slough or core exudes 
from the centre of the swelling, leaving a pit with 
nearly vertical walls, the bottom of which y extends 
through the cutis vera, and not unfrequently into or through 
some of the muscles. The sores are long of healing, doubt- 
less from loss of structure, the salt acting like its acid, 
though with less intensity. 

Chromic acid in this form has been said to have a strong 
propensity for the destruction of cartilage, inasmuch as 
the nasal ale and septum, and even the larynx, of workmen 
employed in the manufacture of bichrome are frequently 

eatly corroded by it. The ulceration has been consi- 

similar to that of tertiary hilis, and bichloride 
of mercury recommended as an antidote, and, withal, this 
absurdity has been promulgated by a standard work on 
Chemistry.* From experiments made with the acid on 
portions of the trachea of a cow, the reverse is proved 
to be the case. Indeed, chromic acid might rather be 
said to have a specific action on gelatine or muscle, 
because breaches of surface are here the rule, whereas 
ulceration of cartilage is the exception. The cause of the 
nasal and laryngeal affection is clearly the same as that of 
the other sores—a cuticular hiatus; and while there seems 
an additional reason why the nasal walls should be attacked 
more than other parts, still that is fully counterbalanced 
by the material of which they are composed resisting the 
action of the acid more; hence it is seldomer affected. 

During respiration in an atmosphere contaminated with 
floating particles of the chromic salt, these are constantly 
brought in contact with the anterior nares, &c.; and, dis- 
solving in the nasal secretion, set up irritation, which, if 

longed, results in abrasion of the mucous membrane. 
What follows is plain: each inspiration deposits a variable 
quantity of the salt upon the affected part, resulting in 
ulceration. 

As a test for strychnia.—Chromic acid elicits the coloured 
reaction in a solution containing yyqs5, of strychnia. The 
médus operandi is to put two or t ininime of the strychnia 
fluid on a white non-porous surface; then add a few needles 
of chromic acid, which instantly dissolve, imparting to the 
liquid their characteristic tint. One or two drops of concen- 
trated sulphuric acid are now added, and the play of colour is 
at once evolved. With stronger solutions the result is very 
distinct, and in any case unfailing. In applying this test the 
above method must be strictly adhered to; because if sul- 
phuric acid be added to the strychnia solution before the 
chromic acid, the latter will not dissolve, and the result is 
negative. Chromic acid does not give the coloured reaction 
with dilute sulphuric acid. 

It is well known that bichromate of potassium, so com- 
monly used for this test, does not always succeed. I have 
seen it fail in the hands of two professors—one a celebrated 
toxicologist—when attempting to show it to their class; and 
am not aware that any explanation of the cause of this fre- 
quent miscarriage has been given, though it seems to me 
as follows:—It is obvious from the fact of chromic acid 
giving the coloured test at all that to it alone the reaction 

due when bichrome is used; that neither the potash in 
the latter, nor the sulphate of potash resulting from the 
addition of sulphuric acid, are indi agents in 
developing the reaction, Furthermure, as strong sulphuric 
acid is necessary both when using bichrome and chromic 
acid per se, it is evident that, when added to the first, the 
result is the formation of sulphate of potassium, water, and 
free chromic acid ; indeed, is exactly the method by 
which the latter is prepared, as shown in the followi 


uation: — K, 0 2 Cr 0,+ H, 80,=K, 80,+H, 0 x 2 CrO,. 
echromicacid, being thus liberated, oxidises the strychnia, 
and the coloured reaction is afterwards developed by the 


eee J pie ger acid. But it may happen that the sul- 


which might have proved strong enough for 
ted chromic acid, is rendesed too wick fae tateoees fa 
n 














Another cause of lapsus with the bichrome, also applying 
in. part to chromic acid, is. seen in the following 
results :— 
Bichrome added to solution of strychnia, then sulphuric 
acid added = much colour. 
Sulphuric acid added to solution of strychnia, then 
bichrome added = considerable colour. 
Sulphuric acid added to bichrome, then solution of 
strychnia added = almost no colour. 


Chromic acid added to solution of strychnia, then sul- 
phuric acid added = much colour. 

Sulphuric acid added to solution of strychnia, then 
ekromte acid added = a little colour. 

Sulphuric acid added to chromic acid, then solution of 
strychnia added = almost no colour, 


These results are just what might be expected. It will 
be seen, as with chromic acid, that when sulphuric acid is 
added to bichrome, or vice versé, succeeded by strychnia, the 
reaction is almost nil. Doubtless, from the loose and em- 
pirical manner in which this test is usually applied, its 
failure is frequently due to the above canse; and indeed, 
from notes in my possession, I find this very method recom- 
mended. 

Antidote.—In poisoning with chromic acid the best 
antidote is beef-tea, raw egg, milk, or any albuminous or 
gelatinous substance. A very handy and efficient antidote 
is a solution of ordinary painters’ size. 

Therapeutical ies.—I am not aware what effect on 
the system prolonged minute doses of chromic acid (whick 
may be absorbed) would produce, though, from its strong 
coagulating properties, a general viscidity of the blood 
might be anticipated, whatever further consequences 
should arise. In the absence of such knowledge, it 
seems to me that. it might be used with a fair prospect 
of success in the following cases, for some of which it is 

y recommended in works on Materia Medica:—As 
a hemostatic; as a caustic to cancerous tissues, chancres, 
condylomata, hospital gangrene, phagedenic ulcers, bites 
of rabid animals, poisoned wounds, warts, hemorrhoids, &e. ; 
as a wash to allay fetid discharges ; asa gargle in diphtheria ; 
as an injection in ozena, uterine catarrh, leucorrhea, and 
gonorrhea; to disinfect cholera and fever stools, for which 
it is admirably adapted; as a preventive of suppuration, 
putrefaction, &c. In every case it wust be used dissolved 
in water; and, except where a strong caustic effect is de- 
sired, in medical or surgical cases, the solution should not 
be stronger than half a grain to the ounce, and be succeeded 
immediately after gargling or injection by the application 
of pure water. I have used chromic acid toa limited extent 
in the five latter affections above specified with a fair mea- 
sure of success; in gonorrhm@a and ozena the results are 
especi gratifying. Finally, I have no doubt that its 
sepedhelio antiseptic, disinfectant, and coagulating powers 
will suggest many applications in medicine, surgery, and 
hygiene not above enumerated. 

Glasgow, Dee. 1871. 








DIVISION OF MEDIAN NERVE FOLLOWED 
BY GANGRENE OF FOREFINGER, AND 
THREATENED GANGRENE OF MIDDLE 
AND RING FINGER. 

By W. A. ’'ANSON, Jun., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., 


SURGEON TO THE PEUDHOE MEMORTAL CONVALESCENT HOME, NORTE 
SHIELDS. 





Wruiuusm T——, aged twenty-four years, married, book- 
binder, during work on the 8th of June, 1871, pierced the 
palm of the left hand, immediately over the annular liga- 
ment, with a sbarp-pointed knife, inflicting an incised 
wound about a quarter of an inch in length. The hemor- 
rhage,which was very profuse at the time of the accident, was 
controlled by immersing the hand in cold water. Four hours 
afterwards the wound was dressed with simple dressing. 
Shortly after the accident a sense of stiffness and inability 





to flex the fingers, followed by gradually increasing numb- 





914 Tee Lancet; ] 


MEDICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON! 





[Decya6, 2971. 








ness, was experienced in the thumb, fore, middle, and radial 
surface of the ring finger. On the 10th of June the wound 
was uncovered, and found to be united by first intention. 
The thumb and fingers were now quite numb and powerless, 
with a feeling as if thousands of pins and needles were con- 
tinually running into them. Galvanism was applied to the 
affected fingers without producing any movement or sensa- 
tion. From the 10th of June to the middle of July numerous 
vesicles formed on the fingers; followed by hard, cireum- 
scribed black patches. The fingers from that time improved 
under galvanism, so much so that the ient commented 
and continued work until the 9th of August, when the old 
«sleepy ” feeling returned, combined with a sensation asif 
the fingers were quite dead. On examination, pain was felt 
at the seat of the old cicatrix, the temperature of the thumb 
and fingers was much below that of the corresponding fel- 
lows, and movement was evidently becoming impaired. On 
the 11th of August a lancinating and bursting pain set ‘in, 
chiefly in the forefinger. Bulle began to form principally 
on the fore and middle fingers, the interspaces being white 
and bloodless, On pressing the thumb and finger nails, the 
return of blood was very slow, showing diminution of supply. 
On the 16th gangrene commenced in the forefinger. By the 
19th, the line of demarcation having formed obliquely over 
the second phalanx, amputation was performed between the 
proximal and second phalanges without chloroform, the 
potions showing no sign of pain. The wound united by 
rst intention. 

The same feeling being complained of in the middle 

, likened to a rough stick being forcibly thrust up it, 
vanism was again used, the fingers being also well 
shielded with cotton wool, and covered with oil-silk. 

After the continued use of galvanism and warmth, the 
remaining thumb and fingers, which were shrivelled and 
wasted, have now assumed a healthy appearance ; the blood 
quickly returning under the nails after pressure, the move- 
ment quite restored, and the power of discernment fully 
regained. ‘Throughout the whole case no constitutional 
disturbance was observed, 

Newcastle, Oct. 1871. 
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Mr. Cuvrton, of Erith, showed the head of a Foetus born 
in the seventh or eighth month. There was an absence of 
the cranial cavity ; the brain, which was dark-coloured, was 
contained in a pouch at the back of the head ; the face re- 
sembled ‘a newt’s somewhat in appearance. The woman 
had been frightened when in the third month of her preg- 
nancy by a.newt crawling up her hand, which was placed 
on her hip., She looked into the newt’s face and was much 
frighten He had known a mark like a black-beetle on 
te ild, attributed by the mother to a fright from a black- 

tle. 


Dr. Ke.surne Kina, of Hull, sent up a communication to 
the Society, principally with a view of calling attention to 
what seemed to him to be the best method of performing 
the operation of excision of the scapula'so as to reduce to a 
minimum the danger of hemorrhage, and because the ope- 
ration has not been performed.so often as to render indi- 
vidual cases devoid of interest.—Case 1. In the summer of 
1869 H. R., aged 26, applied at the Hull Infirmary, suffering 
from a ‘tumour of the scapula. He had noticed it for some 
months. It was painful only when pressed upon by his 
clothing. .There was felt above the spine of the scapula 
a round, perfectly hard and solid tumour, about the size of 
an orange, not painful to the touch, not movable, but 
firmly attached to the supra-spinous fossa, frem which it 
sprang. Gradually it extended over the middle of the spine 
into ‘the infra-spinous fossa. ‘The use of the arm was 
now much limited; the pain, though not severe, was con- 
stant, and vented sleep, and his general health began 
to suffer. tumour appeared to be of a bony, non- 





malignant character; so om Optober 20bh, 1869, the fol- 
lowing operation was performed:—An incision was made 
along the whole length of the spine 6f the tcapula, and the 
attachment of the trapezius divided; Owing to the size of the 
tumour the bone was easily pulled forward, and the supra- 
seapular artery was divided and ligatured, Then, placing the 
forefinger of the left hand on the axillary border of the sca- 
pula, just behind the triceps muscle, where the puleation of 
the dorsal artery \is, felt, he entered the Knife! at the 
aeromial end of the first imeision, and cut downward to. his 
left forefinger, and about two inches past, along the axillary 
border of the scapula. Still pressing his, finger, on. the 
dorsal branch, he cut, through the deltoid, and so ex 
the scapular museles, the long head of the triceps, and the 
scapular vessels and nerves. ese last were quite out of the 
way, and, still feeling the dorsal branch with his finger, he 
passed a needle, set.in a handle and armed with a ligature, 
round the vessels and sufficient cellular tissues, and tied a 
firm' knot. ‘The subsequent steps of the operation) were 
bloodless. The base of ‘the acromion was divided by bone 
forceps, and the neck of the glenoid cavity by a saw, The 
tumour was lifted up and separated from its attachments 
by cutting from without inwards. Three branches of the 
terior scapular rite were ligatured. The wound was 
Vressed with carbolic oi. The ligatures came away without 
rene pir bat there was a tendency for the lower 
to fall. e man went into the country, but died soon after 
of disease of the lungs. — Case 2. C. A. M., aged eight. 
The origin of the disease in this case was refe to a blow, 
having been knocked violently against a lamp-post eight 
months before: Admitted May 24,1871. The tumour, which 
until then had attracted little attention, caused a perceptible 
swelling over the whole of the scapular region, most distinct 
above the spine, where it formed a considerable projection, 
which, on strong pressure, yielded with a sort of crackling 
sensation. An incision having been made, the finger 
passed into a of ments of bone and soft curdy 
matter. The last, under the microscope, was found to con- 
sist of large cells containing, many and large nuclei. The 
child’s health becoming much worse, ex¢ision of the 
scapula was done on the 17th June, The operation was 
similar to the one already described. Very little blood was 
lost. Health improved, but the wound was prevented from 
healing up entirely by the projection of the clavicle, and in 
another such case he would recommend the remoyal of the 
outer portion of that bone. After referring to descriptions 
of the operation by Mr: Skey, Sir W. Fergusson, Mr. Syme, 
and Mr. Holmes, and the stress laid upon the recurrence of 
hemorrhage, Dr. Kelburne King contended that it was 
better to put all risk of danger out of the question by 
sécuring the vessel behind or rather internal to the border 
of the scapular head of the triceps muscle at an early stage 
of the operation. 


Dr. Routs then read a communication on the Contagious- 
ness of Typhoid Fever. The year before last a lady and 
her maid were travelling: on ‘the continent; the maid 
suffered from a mild of typhoid fever. On her re- 
turn to England the lady (aged forty-two) took the infee- 
tion, and had a characteristic attuck of the same disease, 
her case being a severe one. The house was good, and the 
drains were all sound. Disinfectants were freely used. 
Four members of the family ‘were attacked: the governess 
and the eldest girl, who slept in the room with her; the 
housemaid and cook, who slept together. He contended 
that the typhoid was imported from the continent and dis- 
seminated in this country, as there was no evidence of fresh 
infection. 

A vigorous discussion took place, in which Dr. Thorow- 
good, Dr. Broadbent, Dr, B. W. Richardson, Mr. de Méric, 
Mr. Brudenell Carter, Mr. Hainworth, and Mr. Rogers 
Harrison took part, é 

Dr. RicHarpson \said that he had seen a great deal of 
typhoid fever in Glasgow many years ago, and had mever 
seen a case communicated. Dr. Barker, of Bedford, had: a 
great many cases—as many as eighty. He treated them 
out of doors in temporary sheds, Dr, Richardson saw forty 
withhim. It was true that one person visiting another had 
taken the fever, but. then he had eaten and drank there. 
The fever emanated from tke main sewer. The authorities 
do right in considering the ease of H.R.H.. the Prince of 
Wales non-infectious. ; ' 
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Tux following gentlemen were elected Fellows of the 
Society :++ Robert Bell, M.D.;\ Edward F.' Brockiman, 
M.RC.S.;) Thomas * W. Evang, M.RC.S); Thowas C. 
McConkey, M.D: ; John R. “Morrison; L-R.C.P. ; Frederick 
Martyn Riekard, M.R.C.S.; and Montague J. Starges, M.D. 

Dr. Avevine exhibited his Gynecometer, which consists 
of a number of uterine sounds capable of being combined 
in varibud ways, 86 as to form a hysterometer, a vagino- 
meter; ‘a pelvimeter, or ‘a cliseometer. By its’ means the 
dimensions of tumours, and the angle caused by ‘the 
deviation of the uterus from the vertical Jine, may be 
accurately ascertained and transferred to paper. 

Dr. ALFRED Mgapows related a case of so-called Ventral 
or Abdominal Pregnancy, The patient was twenty-two 

ears of age, and was admitted under his care into the 

ospital for Women. The abdomen was enlarged to at 
Yeast the size of pregnancy at full term, though she had 
only arrived at about the sixth and ahalf month. The fetal 
heart could be heard, At the end of a week symptoms of 
vollapse supervened from internal hemorrhage, and the 
patient died. The fetus was found free in the abdominal 
cavity, its only attachment being by the umbilical cord to 
a kind of placental mass formed at the fimbriated extremity 
of the Fallopian tube. Dr. Meadows adyocated a more 
side teh resort to gastrotomy in such cages, not so much 
with a view of saving the child, or of rescuing the patient 
whem collapse had supervened, but in order to anticipate 
that collapse, and, in fact, to remove the growth as soon as 
we could arrive at a true diagnosis. He submitted that 
possibly, in cases such as he had related, it might not be 
necessary to remove the placental mass, as this might 
apednslly be absorbed by a slow physiological atrophy 
after that for which it existed was removed. 

Dr, Prorneroe Smirn said there was no donbt ia his 
mind about the Peete of performing gastrotomy in 
by a but a difficulty suggested itself in the previous 

sis, 

r. GRarty Hewrrr believed that the operation of open- 
ing the abdomen ought to be performed when hemorrhage 
from rupture of an extra-uterine pregnancy threatened to 
be fatal ; but the great difficulty was the diagnosis. With 
reference to Dr. Meadows’s pro to treat such. cases 
apart from bemorrhage by such an operation, that was 
another matter, and, in considering it, it should be borne 
in mind that a certain proportion of supposed Fallopian 

ancies, as stated by Kussmaul, were really cases of 

gnancy in a bicorned uterus, and such cases often did 
well if left to themselves 

Mr, SpeXcer Wew1s said that the propriety of operating 
when @ woman was dying of bleeding into the peritoneal 
cavity, or of operating when her life was not: in immediate 
danger, although extra-uterine fatation had been aséer- 
tained to exist, were very different questions. In the one 
case. it might be the clear duty of the surgeon to try to 
save a patient at any risk from inevitable death. In the 
other case he would give full weight to the consideration 
that a spontaneous termination of extra-uterine fatation 
was not.very uncommon. The structure might remain in 
the body harmless for many years, or pass away through 
the reetum, the vagina, or the abdominal wall. 

Dr. Grrennston gave brief particalars of seven cases of 
extra-uterine foetation: three recoveries and four deathe. 
Of the former, in one the fetal bones were discharged 
through an abscess in the left groin, in another a full- 
grown f@tus in an advanced stage of decomposition was 
extracted through an incision in the roof of the vagina, 
and in the third the liquor amnii was drawn off by a small 
trocar and canula. Dr. Greenhalgh said that, owing to the 
great fatality of such cases, he was of opinion that gastro- 
tomy might, in many cases, give the patient better chance 
than by permitting the de ment of the foetus and se- 
cundines to progress, leading to the risk of rupture, and 
—- fatal internal hemorrhage or other grave termi- 
nation. 

The Present said his opinion, based on many cases, 
was, that a number recovered from severe internal hremor- 
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rhage, while a greater number gave no serious anxiety to 
the patient or medical attendant. If, then, these cases 
were not so fatal, he should prefer not to interfere till 
urgent symptoms arose. Practically the opportanity for 
such an operation as that suggested seldom presented itself. 
The records of cases in the Society's Transactions showed 
the exceeding difficulty which would have attended the 
removal by gastrotomy. 

Dr: Puayrare thought the difficulty of diagnosis at an 
early stage almost insuperable. 

The specimen was referred ‘to a committee for a report. 

A tumour, exhibited by Mr. Scorr at the June meeting, 
which he had removed from a patient who recovered, was 
reported upon. 

A report by Drs, Aveling and Edis on. the Malformed 
Feetas exhibited at the last meeting was read, 


Dr. Evesye Gonparp read the particulars of a successfal 
case of Ovariotomy during pregnancy. 

Dr. Ross related a case in which Mr. Wells had operated 
under similar but more adverse circumstances. 

Mr. Spexcer Wes said that the existence of the cyst 
for eighteen years, and the presence in ite walls of hard 
bone-like masses, had Jed to the diagnosis of a dermoid 
tumour. Mr. Wells had performed ovariotomy four times 
during pregnancy, and all the patients had recovered. 

Mr. Scorr referred to a case of ovariotomy, which he had 
recently performed. 

The Ipent remarked thet in the case of a compound 
eyst, if relief must be given, the choice lay between in- 
daetion of labour and ovariotomy. 

Dr. Broxton detailed a case of fibrous enlargement of 
the uterus successfully treated by ergot of rye, 

Dr, Trrt said that, in addition to ordinary cases of uterine 
fibroid tumours, he had met with two cases in which the 
womb had: become fibrous in its totality. He could not 
believe that large doses of ergot would have prevented the 
increase ina case he narrated. 

Dr. Puayrarr said that this case conld searcely be 
claimed as one of the class he had spoken of in his paper 
“ On the Spontaneotis Absorption of Fibroid Tumours of the 
Uterus.” This case seemed to be a case of general fibroid 
enlargement of the whole Organ, a pathological condition 
with which he was not familiar. He did not state that 
fibroids were absorbed in consequence of medical treatment, 
but that in exeeptional cases fibroids disappeared spontane- 
ously. “The process was probably similar to the involution 
of the uterus after delivery. 








THE BENGAL SANITARY REPORT.* 


De. J. M. CuninGuam, the Sanitary Commissioner in 
the Bengal Presidency, has issued a report of more than 
ordinary interest. In addition to his own summary, which 
extends over 107 pages, and is full of most valuable matter, 
he gives in ‘the appendix the Cholera Report of his name- 
sake, Dr. D. Douglas Cunningham, and a statistical analysis 
by Dr. Bryden, on the Influence of Age and Service on, the 
Mortality and Invaliding of the Bengal European Army. 
It is impossible to do justice to either the report or the ap- 
pendices in so brief a space as we can here allow, and we 
must confine our remarks at present to the subject of 
cholera. The year 1870, with which the report deals, was 
remarkable for freedom from cholera; among all the 
European troops only 49 cases and 21 deaths occurred, and 
no less than 30 of these were in the 107th Regiment et 
one station—viz., Hazareebaugh. Although there were 
some severe outbreaks in the guols, the native population 
shared in this comparative exemption, which had been 
maintained up to September, 1871 ; although lately an out- 
break at Delhi shows that the enemy is not dead, but 
sleeping. As to the cause of this diminution nothing pre- 
cise is known. 

* Seventh Annual Report of the Sanitary Commissioner with the Govern- 
ment of India. Calcutta, 1871. 
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Dr. Douglas Cunningham’s report on Cholera is divided 
into two parts, the first dealing with Pettenkofer’s ground- 
water theory, and the second with the microscopic cha- | 
racters of the discharges. Numerous observations on | 
changes in the ground-water level have been made in the | 
Madras Presidency, and in several cases instances have 
occurred in accordance with Pettenkofer’s views. One | 
of these may be cited. The town of Salem has long had a | 
bad reputation for cholera, while the adjacent Shervaroy | 
Hills are remarkably free, although constant intercourse | 
exists between the two localities, and a contagious disease— | 
namely, small-pox—prevails in both. Dr. Cunningham 
holds that the strict contagionist theory cannot account for 
the exception of Shervaroy, while, on the other hand, the 
infected drinking-water theory is stated to be equally 
unable to explain the fact. Now in Salem the conditions 
for the spread of cholera and the usual time of its appear. 
ance are in accordance with Pettenkofer’s view, while the 
exemption of the Shervaroy Hills is found to be best ac- | 
counted for by the same theory, Still, in spite of this and 
some analogous cases, Dr. Cunningham is extremely cau- 
tious in some of his conclusions, and believes that “it is 
quite premature to decide exclusively in favour of any one 
theory.” He states, however, that the facts in favour of 
Pettenkofer’s soil theory are sufficiently numerous “ to 
forbid its wholesale rejection.” It is to be hoped, there- 
fore, that accurate observations will be carried on for 
several years on this point ; and if these inquiries had been 
set on foot years ago we might have been able to discover 
whether or not the remarkable absence of cholera in 1870 
was in any way due to any unusual condition of the soil or 
of its contained water. 

The second part of Dr. Cunningham’s observations is 
occupied with the microscopie observations of the cholera 
discharges, and is illustrated by many beautiful plates very 
similar to those in Dr. T. Lewis’s report of last year. He 
first gives tabulated results of the microscopic examina- 
tion of 100 cholera evacuations. In only four of these was 
unmistakable epithelium to be found, and in only one was 
it abundant. Without considering that he has exhausted 
the question, Dr. Cunningham evidently considers the 
separation of the epithelium, of which so much has been 
said, to be an immaterial occurrence. He states that a 
cholera case may prove fatal with very little detachment 
and destruction of epithelium, and this may “serve to 
suggest that such a process, though frequently occurring 
in the course of the disease or shortly after its close, may 
yet have no essential connexion with the production of the 
characteristic symptoms” (p. 186). Red blood-cells were 
present in fourteen cases; infusoria (exclusive of bacteria) 
in sixty-six, in the form of cercomonads, peculiar monadi- 
form bodies, and distinct amwbe. ~These are fully de- 
seribed and figured. With respect to the amebz it is 
pointed, out how difficult it is to draw the line between 
them and the human cells with ameboid movements like 
the white blood-cells. In the cholera stools they move and 
in crease by division, and when in rows often resemble 
Hallier’s macroconidial chains ; they are soon destroyed in 
the stools. On no occasion has any transition from the 
monadiform bodies into amcebe been noted. 

The bacteria and vibriones, and the “‘ micrococens”’ and 
leptothrix of Hallier are carefully described. In fresh 
evacuations they have been found in a minimum of develop- 
ment. In any case of diarrhea passing into cholera the 

ive examination of the stools shows that bacteria 
essen in number as the disease advances. Their intimate 
connexion with the disease is, therefore, doubtful. As to 
anything specifically distinct about the bacteria, no evidence 
was obtained by cultivation experiments, but Dr. Cunning- 
ham has seen bodies discharged from oscillatorial tubes 
behave like bacteria, and has seen distinct fungal cells 
arise from minute particles agreeing with Hallier’s deserip- 


tion of micrococci. Herein his observations do not seem 


in accord with those lately made by Burdon-Sanderson. 
isable fungi were only found in three of the hundred 
evacuations. Different kinds of cysts are noted similar to 





those described by Lewis, and, in addition, starch cells 


arising from dbal grains (lentil) are stated to be some- 
times like the figures of cysts given by Hallier. 

The most careful cultivation did not, produce the cholera 
series of Hallier; aspergillus was most Sandonty produced, 
and on one octasion a species of eurotitm. Penicillium was 
also seen, but was less frequent than aspergillus. The fol- 
lowing are the conclusions as regards fungi: —* 1st. Distinct 
fungal elements are not common in, or characteristic of, 
choleraic evacuations. 2nd. There is no special tendency 
to the subsequent development of such elements or their 
results in choleraic as compared with other decomposing 
materials. 3rd. There is no special form of fungus peculiar 
to choleraic materials. 4th. The forms of fungi which 
appear as the result of the cultivation of choleraic material, 
with or without the addition of other media, are merely 
those which are commonest on other decomposing organic 
substances at the same season, and under similar cireum- 
stances. 5th. The members of Professor Hallier’s cholera 
series of forms do not, in Caleutta, show so great a tendency 
to appear as those of other series do; mucor generally fail- 
ing to occur at all, and even pencillium being comparatively 
rare, and quite subordinate to aspergillus” (p. 197). 

Both Cunningham and Lewis, therefore, agree in reject- 
ing Hallier’s statements on the enltivation of choleraic 
fungi; and, so far, this may, we presume, be considered 
almost decisive on the point. But we must not conclude 
that the question is yet entirely settled. After con- 
sidering the fungi, Dr. Douglas Cunningham passes on 
to a very careful description of “ oval and circular cells,” 
which, with a gelatinous or molecular basis, he finds to 
“really constitute the bulk of the white flocculent deposit 
of most choleraic evacuations” (p. 197). These cells oc- 
curred in eighty-seven of the hundred cases, and in the 
majority of instances formed the most characteristic 
features of the sediment. These cells are bioplastic masses, 
either at rest or exhibiting vital movements; as regards 
their nature they may either be “ wandered’ white cor- 
puscles and bioplastic elements of the blood, or be formed b 
rapid development from the bioplasms of the mucus, gland, 
and epithelial cells, or they may be due to the development 
of foreign bodies of the nature of Beale’s contagion 
bioplasms. Their exact nature is, however, left unsettled. 
Whether this immense formation of cells is an integral and 
important part of the choleraic or is a mere aeci- 
dent, Cunningham cannot at present decide. The above 
are the microscopical characters of choleraic discharges, 
but there may, of course, be misce us microscopic 
bodies, such as entozoa, débris of food, crystals sometimes 
like blood-crystals, acari, and substances derived from im- 
pure drinking water. 

Such are Dr. Douglas Cunningham’s microscopic exami- 
nations of the cholera dejecta, and even our short sketch 
will show how interesting his observations are, and 
how thoroughly well his work is being done. They 
are in excellent accord with the observations of his 
colleague, Dr. Lewis, published last year, and we are per- 
fectly convinced that if he and Dr. T. Lewis retain their 
health and are permitted to continue their researches, they 
will eventually clear up much of the mystery of cholera. It 
is quite clear that the exact nature of the oval and circular 
cells must form the subject of renewed investigation by 
both observers. 

Dr. Bryden’s paper on the Mortality and Invaliding in 
the European Bengal Army is of such consequence that we 
must give a separate notice of it. - 

We regret that in our anxiety to give an account of 
the observations of Dr. D. D. Cunningham, the investi- 
gator of cholera, we have neglected the very excellent 
report of his e, Dr. Cuningham, the sanitary 
commissioner. We can, however, plead that his report 
ean hardly be abstracted with any justice to him, and we 
must content ourselves with expressing an opinion that, 
able as are all his former reports, this is the best he has 
yet issued. 








Transrusion OF Broop—At a late meeting of 
the Obstetrical Society of Dublin, two cases of trans- 
fusion of blood were detailed by Dr. Ringland, one of which 
proved successful. In both cases the instrument used was 
that invented by Dr. McDonnell, of Dublin, in which an 
arrangement exists to obviate the danger of air entering 
the circulation during the eperation. 
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Tue year 1871, regarded from a medical point of view, 
will not show to great advantage in after years. In the 
first number of Tur Lancer we had to speak of alarming 
mortality from that pestilential but most preventabie of 
all diseases, small-pox, which mortality was more than 
doubled as the year went on; and in the last month of the 
year the medical press, and even the lay journals, have 
been almost exclusively occupied in discussing another very 
preventable zymotic disease, which, by attacking the Heir | 
to the Throne and greatly jeopardising his life, has terrified | 
society, and even moved a Minister to say that if the next | 
session does not afford an opportunity for advancing sani. | 
tary measures he will be disappointed. 

The small-pox epidemic began to give evidence of its 
severity in the latter part of the year 1870, In the first 
quarter of that year, 99 deaths were registered in London ; 
in ‘the second, 118; in the third, 157; and in the fourth, 
584. But when January of 1871 began, as many were 
dying in a week as died in the second quarter of 1870. We 
will not retrace the sickening march of the plague which, 
im the week ending May 6th, killed in London alone 288 
people. By the middle of the year 10,000 lives were lost 
in England and Wales. The run upon the small-pox hos- 
pitalewas great; but the disease made much havoc among the 
people before any adequate hospital accommodation could be 
provided. The want of local hospitals was sorely felt, 
especially in London, and small-pox patients were met 
everywhere, on foot, in cabs, and in omnibuses. The dis- 
ease prevailed extensively in many parts of England, but 
largely spared Ireland and Scotland. We wish that the 
parting year were leaving us free from this sore evil; 
but, unhappily, it is not so. The mortality is again rising 
in London. It prevails in many parts of the country, and, 
we are sorry to add, in Ireland. Though we have the means 
of rendering the population proof against the disease by 
copious vaccination it is doubtful whether this will greatly 
curtail the further development of ‘the epidemic during the 
winter months; for the demand for vaccination, which in 
the beginning of the year exceeded all supplies, has now 
ceased. The Vaccination Act has been diminished in strin- 
gency by the Legislature, and the people have drifted into 
a carelessness, in regard to both vaccination and revac- 
cination, which is highly dangerous to them and discourag- 
ing to those who have to make and administer our sanitary 
laws. In the height of the epidemic, our Sanitary Commis- 
sioners reported on the general arrangements for public 
vaccination in the metropolis, and drew attention to many 
grave defects. The comparison between the various modes 
of operating was calculated to improve the practice of some 
vaceinators, and to raise the efficiency of the protective in- 








fluence, and it is to be hoped also the popularity, of the 


to deal with such epidemics amongst three millions of 
people has been clearly shown, and it has been suggested 
that future epidemics should be dealt with as much as 
possible in the localities in which they arise. The sub- 
ject of removing small-pox patients in publie convey- 


| ances has been repeatedly noticed, and it is to be hoped 


that the practice has now ceased. So much of the history 
of the still extending small-pox epidemic which can at the 
present time be written has been fully given in our pages. 
We may here specially refer to an analysis of eight hundred 
cases in the Hampstead Hospital, by Dr. Grieve, of Hamp- 
stead ; to a clinical lecture on the severer forms of the dis- 
ease as observed in the Homerton Hospital, by Dr. Conuze ; 
and to a valuable though short paper by Dr. Barpour on 
the insufficiency of revaccination from secondary lymph to 
protect from small-pox. The epidemic of small-pox—an 
epidemic unparalleled in the present generation in this 
country—and the tbreatenings of epidemic cholera ab- 
sorbed attention almost to the exclusion of a consideration 
of other epidemic maladies, until the illness of the Prince 
of Waves and death of the Earl of CursrerrieLp gave pro- 
minence to the question of typhoid fever. We trust that the 
Legislature and the nation will show its sympathy for the 
Prince of Waxes by setting themselves to work to extirpate 
the malady from which he is now suffering. The progress of 
cholera from point to point on the continent has also been 
recorded with minuteness. The prevalence of other epi- 
demics has had to be recorded. Typbus is present in many 
parts of the country. It prevails extensively in Sunderland 
and other towns. Relapsing fever prevailed in London, 
Liverpool, and Glasgow at the beginning of the year. 

In regard to preventive medicine, the great fact of the 
past year is the amalgamation of the Medical Department 
of the Privy Council with the Poor-law Board and other 
State departments, under the name of the Local Government 
Board. To the changes involved by this amalgamation, 
and to the onerous labours thrown upon the Medical De- 
partment by the small-pox epidemic and the threatened 
cholera, we must look for the explanation of that abbrevia- 
tion of Mr. Smron’s last report which has proved so disap- 
pointing to the profession and the public. The continuation 
of Dr. Burpon Sanprrson’s important researches on the 
intimate pathology of contagion has been always given in 
detail by Mr. Srmon. The large work done by the in- 
spectors of the department is only indicated by a scheduled 
abstract—an index withont the text to which it refers. 
It is difficult as yet to forecast the whole effect which the 
union of the late Medical Department of the Privy Council 
and the former Poor-law Board under one head must have 
upon the sanitary administration of the kingdom; but it 
may be surmised that if the medical duties of the Poor-law 
Department of the Local Government Board are to be 
brought into concord with the sanitary duties of the Medical 
Department, preventive medicine will gain a step hardly 
less important than that which it is hoped will be obtained 
from legislation in the coming session. The Order of 
Council of the 29th July last, as to cholera, exhibits a note- 
worthy advance in preventive medicine. It gives to the 
nuisance authority of seaports a power, not before pos- 


operation. The utter incompetence of one Central Board | sessed, of inspection over shipping arriving from infected 
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ports, and yet carefully avoids interfering vexatiously with 
commerce. The avidity with which the order was acted 
upon, and the facility with which it has been worked in the 
different seaports—except perhaps only, among important 
ports, the port of London,—is a strong testimony to the 
wisdom of the order. In the event of cholera again be- 
coming active on the continent next spring, a very grave 
responsibility will rest upon those authorities who are not 
fully prepared, and who negleet to carry out the order. 
The marked diminution of seurvy in the British mercan- 
tile marine (which was first observable shortly after the 
operation of the Duke of Ricumonn’s Act commenced, in 
1868) still continues. 

The prevalence of epidemics, and especially of relapsing 
fever and small-pox, in Liverpool, led us throughout the 
year to give prominence to the sanitary state of Liverpool. 
Although we found it necessary absolutely to condemn the 
practice of making foundations of dust-pit refuse, and 
therein differed from Drs. Parxes and Sanperson, the emi- 
nent sanitarians employed to report upon the sanitary con- 
dition of the town, yet we have great reason to be satisfied 
with the result of their investigations. The report is one 
of the most complete and able documents upon the causes 
of the high mortality in ill-construected and overcrowded 
towns. The prospects of sanitary legislation have greatly 
advanced since last year. The exhaustive report of the 
Royal Sanitary Commission has added very much to our 
knowledge, though some of the conclusions have been 
severely criticised, especially by the joint Committee of the 
British Medical Association and the Social Science Asso- 
ciation. It is not easy to satisfy those Nestors of sanitary 
reform, but if the recommendations of the Commission were 
adopted by Parliament, we are confident that there would 
be a substantial gain. 

We bave given our usual attention to the interests of the 
Poor-law Service. The principle of the guardians finding 
the drugs has made considerable advance during the past 
year. Dispensaries have been recommended by nearly all 
the Poor-law inspectors, and even by some who were for- 
merly satisfied with the old arrangements. Many new 
dispensaries have been opened, not only in the metropolis, 
but in Birmingham and other towns. And the subject is 
under consideration elsewhere. 

We are glad also to find that the position of the Poor- 
law medical officers is likely to be improved, and their rate 
of pay augmented by being employed as deputy officers of 
health. We shall continue to advocate this great improve- 
ment in sanitary organisation. 

Out-patient Hospital Reform has made considerable ad- 
vance during the past year. A few hospitals have already 
made some minor changes; but the great abuse remains 
The Conference recently held at the Society of Arts was re- 
markable, not only as being the first public recognition of 
an évil primarily noticed in our special reports, but as being 
the occasion of eliciting from the Right Hon. Mr, Sransre_p 
an opinion that it is necessary to unite the services of the 
benevolent: with the material charity of the Poor Law. This 
most valuable advance upon the views of Mr. SransrELp’s 
predecessors affords ground for hoping that the relief of 
real destitution will not be left, on the one hand, to the 





unwise parsimony of guardians, or, on the other, to the 
gushing and indiscriminate charity which that parsimony 
has unhappily stimulated. 

A series of night visits have been paid by our Commis- 
sioners to a large proportion of the hospitals and work- 
house infirmaries of the metropolis; and we propose to 
extend the inquiry inte the provinces, so as to follow up 
the good results we have already secured. 

* Parliament did not pass many measures of special in- 
terest to the profession, or bearing on the great interests 
of public health. Two Medical Bills intended to amend 
the Medical Act of 1858 were introduced, into the Honge 
of Commons—one by Dr, Lusu, and the other Ly Mr. 
Brapy. Dr. Lusx’s Bill was first suggested by, Tax 
Lancet, and is allowed by the best judges to be the 
most satisfactory and thorough measure of medical 2e- 
form yet brought forward. Its essential features ,were, 
firstly, the amalgamation for purposes of representation in 
the Medical Council of the medical bodies, and the due re- 
presentation in the Council of the Crown by nominees, and 
of the profession by direct representatives; secondly, the 
appointment of a new Board of Examiners in each division 
of the kingdom by the Medical Council, responsible to that 
body, the only licence to practise to be obtained . by 
passing this Board; and, thirdly, the appointment of in- 
dependent inspectors to visit all the examinations for 
licences and for the diplomas and degrees of the different 
medical bodies. This Bill received considerable support. 
Mr. Heapiam thought it founded upon sound principles, 
though he ultimately declined to support it, or to bring 
forward any other measure; and various petitions were 
presented in its favour. The Bill was read a second 
time on the 14th of Jane. Mr. Braoy’s Bill was but a 
modification of all the Government Bills of 1870. He pro- 
posed to diminish the Crown representatives to three mem- 
bers, so as to make room for five direct representatives, 
leaving the eighteen medical bodies in full individual 
representation as at present. The construction of the new 
Examining Boards was to be left to the various bodies. If 
they could not agree upon a scheme, or their scheme were 
rejected by the Privy Council, then the Medieal Council was 
to frame a scheme. The Government, through Mr. Forsrsr, 
said that it was impossible to pass either of the Bills. at 
that stage of the session; that it was their wish to deal 
with the question in the coming year ; but that, if the state of 
public business prevented this, any Bill brought forward by 
a private member should be fully considered, and, if neces- 
sary, referred to a committee. Here for the present year 
the matter ends. The medical bodies in England and Scot- 
land are trying hard by mutual arrangement to establish a 
eonjoint examining board, A scheme has already been 
agreed upon in England, the particulars of which we have 
published. It only awaits the sanction of the General 
Medical Council. In Scotland, arrangements do not appear 
to progress so quickly. The medical bodies do not like com- 
bination, but they dislike it less than legislation, which 
they fear and wish to prevent. A few other, points 
in Jegislation may be noted. A, Pharmacy Bill . was 
introduced, meant to make more stringent the conditions 
of the dispensing and storing of drugs; but it met 
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with great opposition, and) was) withdrawn.» Here» we 
way notice the fact that the: New York Legislature 
lately passed an Act intended to secure the: examination. of 
chemists and druggists by a board'com posed partly of phar- 
maceutists and partly of physicians. The Anatemy Act of 
1871 is intended to lengthen the time during which bodies 
may be kept for anatomical purposes, The result has 
been to increase the number of subjects: in the London 
schools. We bave already mentioned the Vaccination Act 
Amendment Bill, which was too good am-illustration of the 
‘way in which the Legislature treats sanitary questions. In 
@ year when sinall-pox has amounted to a plague, the Legis- 
lafure has rélaxed the law of compulsory vaccination, and 
virtually told men that they may become centres of small- 
pox, or allow their children to become such, and lose their 
life or their eyes at the same time, by paying one small fine 
of w pound. , 

‘The principle of the Contagious Diseases Act and the 
working of them have been subjects of fierce contention 
throughout the year. The Royal Commission appointed to 
take evidence on the question sat and duly reported. The 
Report was a kind of compromise, recommending a return 
to the Act of 1864, and the abandonment of compulsory 
periodical examinations; but expressing a hope that’ Parlia- 
ment would be firm while paying due consideration to the 
sentiments of the people in reference to prostitution. 

The establishment of a Professorship of Practical Phy- 
siology at Cambridge is one of the most hopeful signs of 
the increasing interest that the great educational centres 
are beginning to take in the progress of nataral science. 
And it is peculiarly fitting that this movement should have 
emanated from Trinity College—the college of Newrow and 
Bacon, of Ray, Winxvenpy, and Haues. In selecting 
Dr. Micuarn Foster the University has not only obtained 
a manof great ability to fill what may be regarded as one 
of its most important posts, but one’ whose energy and 
devotion to his subject will, when coupled with the judicious 
liberality of the College in the supply of funds for the pur- 
chase of apparatus, be sure to bear fruit in‘due season, and 
develop a school of practical physiology second to none in 
Burope. We trust soon to hear of the publication, under 
Dr. Poster's auspices, of a volame of essays showing work 
done by his pupils in the Cambridge physiological laboratory 
that shall take its place beside the numerons and valuable 
‘Arbeiten’’ of the great German universities. Scarcely 
less important in its bearings on practical physiology and 
pathology is the establishment of the Animal Sanitary 
Institution built by the University of London under the 
provisions of the Brown trust, and which has this year 
been opened under the able management of Dr. Burpon 
SANDERSON, from whom, aided by his accomplished assistant 
Dr. Kirin, considering the large field of investigation 
open to them, we may fairly anticipate the clearing up of 
many difficult and unsettled questions in physiology and 
general pathology. Dr. Rurwkrrorp’s lectures published 
in this journal will have placed our readers en rapport with 
many of the advances recently made in our knowledge of 
the physiology of the nervous system and of the circulation, 
and in particular with the vast improvements in the con- 
struction of the apparatus and means of observation that 








are now at the disposal of observers, Amongst these, the 
modification of the warm stage for the microscope, suggested 
by Professor Srricker and Dr. SanpeRson; is deserving. of 
special notice. By its means the circulation in transparent 
parts, as the mesentery, of warm-blooded animals may be 
studied with as much facility, and for almostias long a 
period, as the web of the frog’s foot; and careful observation 
will probably yet lead to considerable modification of the 
doctrines at present accepted of the nature of inflammation. 
The activity of the movements of the white corpuscles of 
the blood when seen by this arrangement is very remark- 
able, and strikingly contrasts with their apparent torpidity in 
the old methods of observation. The difficulty of explaining 
their passage through the walls of the bioodvessels has been 
to certain extent elucidated by the experiments of Dr. RB. 
Norris, of Birmingham, who points out that there is a 
eértain tendency to cohesion between the corpuscles and 
the walls of the bloodvessels (which last may, in facet, be 
regarded as a kind of colloid film), causing the corpuseles’ 
under favourable conditions, to become imbedded, which 
having once occurred, the pressure of the blood effects their 
complete extrusion. In conmerion with this we may just 
allude to the recent observation of Kerner, that the white 
corpuscles are rendered round, cloudy, and motionless by 
neutral solutions of quinine —an interesting fact im re- 
lation to the statements of various authors on the value 
of quinine in septie conditions of the system, and as a 
remedy in leacemia. It would carry us far beyond our 
limits were we even to mention the names of the principal 
papers that have been published during the past year; and 
we can only refer our readers to the excellent reports on 
Physiology by Drs. Fraser and Brunron in Humpmry 
and Turner's Journal of Anatomy and Physiology—a work 
which in every way merits the support of the profession. 
We may, however, point to a few that seem to deserve 
special notice. Amongst these are the interesting essay by 
Dr. (Wa. O6te on Dextral Pre-eminence, in which he en- 
deavours to show from anatomical and other considerations 
that it is dependent upon the greater development of the 
left hemisphere of the brain; which superiority is again 
consequent on the larger supply of blood which that side 
customarily receives. Dr. Austin Furr has added to the 
difficulties of the question respecting the disintegration of 
muscles during exercise by his elaborate investigations in 
thé case of Mr. Wesvow, who walked about 320 miles in 
five days, the results obtained being essentially at variance 
with the observations of Parxes and many other recent 
inquirers. Dr. Perricrew has instituted careful researches 
on the Physiology of Flight, showing that the movement of 
the wings is essentially that of a screw. Very lately a 
valuable treatise on Blood Crystals has been published by 
Preven, giving a full account cf the nature and the action 
of reagents upon hemoglobin. Ray Lankesrrr has shown 
that though this last-named substance is not contained in 
the blood of invertebrata as a rule, yet it is distributed 
through their tissues. Its quantity in the higher animals 
varies, according to Sunporin, with the quantity and quality 
of the food, increasing in proportion as this is richer and 
more abundant. But the most important contribution to 
biology published during the year is undoubtedly the well- 
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known treatise by Mr. C. Darwrn on the Descent of Man 
and Selection in relation to Sex, in which the author fairly 
sets himself to the task of demonstrating the probability 
of the origin of man from a lower type of organisation, 
and also of showing how the structural characters of the 
body may undergo material alteration from the persistent 
operation of sexual preference. The importance of the work 
may be in some sort estimated by the keen controversies 
which it has occasioned, not only in scientific circles, 
but in general society, almost entirely extinguishing the 
debate on spontaneous generation which had previously 
been so energetically discussed. That this has not 
quite died out, however, is shown by the essays of 
Drs. Bastian and Munir, reporting various experiments 
favouring its occurrence; whilst Drs. TyNDALL, SANDERSON, 
and Crace-Catvert have pronounced themselves opposed 
to it. The observations of Dr. SanpeRson tend to show 
that the spores of fungi and microzymes are distinct ; that 
these latter are the real agents which excite putrefaction 
and convey infection—a view that is essentially supported 
by M. Caavveavu’s researches on the nature of virus; 
whilst Dr. Tynpa.u’s beautiful experiments show that the 
air is loaded with fine dust of organic nature, and in some 
measure account for the great rapidity and certainty with 
which minute organisms develop in organic fluids, even, as 
Mr. Cracze-Catvert has shown, after a very few seconds 
of exposure. Evidence has been brought forward to show 
that the lower organisms are capable of undergoing 
metamorphosis or development into higher powers. Dr. 
Mercatre Jounson, of Lancaster, for example, describes, 
with much minuteness of detail, the passage of a pin’s- 
point monad into an ameba, of the amm@ba into a vor- 
ticella, and of a vorticella into a kerona, the last being a 
highly developed infusorian. Mr. Hizearp traces similar 
changes of vorticelle into oxytriche ; whilst Prof. Jamzs 
Ciark shows the intimate relations that exist between 
infusoria and sponges. We must not pass by without notice 
the account of the development of the skull of the frog by 
that able and painstaking anatomist Mr. W. K. Parker; 
and we may remark that in the domain of minute anatomy 
many important papers have been published during the 
current year. The subject of the termination of the nerves 
appears to have especially attracted the attention of micro- 
scopists, who have shown, in the greater number of cases, 
that they end either in peculiarly modified cells or corpuscles 
or in plexuses, which are often very superficial. Free 
extremities are rarely if ever present. The papers of 
Scuvuurzz on the Retina and of Waupryer on the Internal 
Ear, both of which are contained in Srnicker’s Manual 
of Histology, are models of careful research in this depart- 
ment of inquiry. On every side—as in the papers of Buaxe, 
Parton, Leccz, Broapsent, Brunton, and others—efforts 
are being made to obtain more precise and accurate informa- 
tion on the nature of the action of therapeutic agents upon 
the normal functions of the body —knowledge which will 
surely prove of great advantage in the treatment of disease. 

In Germany a field of chemistry of extreme importance 
to physiology—namely, the chemistry of the albuminous 
substances—has been cultivated by Huastwerz and Haper- 
MANN. The researches of these chemists tend to support 





Srerry Hunt's theory that the albuminous substances are 
amido-derivatives of the so-called hydrates of carbon— 
namely, of the*sugars, starches, and gums. We purpose 
giving an abstract of these researches in an early number. 
Looking nearer home, we note that Marruizssen’s interest- 
ing researches on the opium bases are being followed up by 
Mr. Wxieur, the chemist at St. Mary’s Hospital; and that 
the now well-known ammonia-process, which is a micro- 
scopical method, is being developed and applied to the 
elucidation of sanitary and physiological questions. Nor 
can we pass over a triumph in the chemical arts which bids 
fair to alter the night-aspect of every town in this country. 
We refer to the successful extraction of oxygen from the 
atmosphere by the process of Jesstz pv Moray, which has 
rendered pure oxygen gas an article of commerce, and has 
made practicable the burning of coal-gas by means of pure 
oxygen instead of by atmospheric air. — 

The Medical Council had only one sitting during the year, 
which began on Tuesday, July 4th, and extended to and in- 
cluded the next Monday. Dr. Rumsey having resigned his 
seat at the Council asa Crown nominee, Dr. GULL was nomi- 
nated his successor, and showed a punctuality and closeness 
of attention to the business of the Council which were ex- 
emplary. Mr. Qua.n took the place of Mr. Casar Hawkins 
as the representative of the College of Surgeons. A prin- 
cipal feature of the meeting was the reading and discussion 
of the Report of the Committee on Professional Education. 
The report recommended (1) the separation of pharmacy 
from therapeutics, (2) an extension of teaching in midwifery, 
(3) the addition of systematic lectures to the instruction in 
pathological anatomy, and (4) that class examinations be 
made compulsory. There was a strong and right feeling 
against much further detail of requiréments from students, 
and especially against increase of lectures. The recom- 
mendations of the Report were only partially adopted. The 
Council agreed to the separation of pharmacy and thera- 
peutics, and to recommend the compulsoriness of class ex- 
aminations; but declined to alter the present midwifery 
requirements, and contented itself with advising in general 
terms that systematic instruction in pathological anatomy 
form part of medical education. Another noticeable and 
novel part of the Council’s proceedings was of a somewhat 
judicial character. The Council had summoned $Mr. 
Kempster to appear before it to give an account of charges 
brought against him of permitting ‘one WILLIAM Goopson, 
an unqualified person, to practise under colour of his name, 
and sign certificates of the death of persons whom he had 
not visited.” The Council, after hearing the evidence, and 
apparently thinking very little of it, unanimously acquitted 
Mr. Kempster. There was a general feeling in the pro- 
fession that the Council would have acted better by declin- 
ing to have anything to do with this matter. In regard to 
finances, it is satisfactory to report that the Council 
managed to have a balance in its favour of £642 2s, 6d., 
instead of a balance of £765 the other way, as in the pre- 
ceding year. Dr. Parxes, who is entitled to great credit in 
regard to the work of the Education Committee, further 
merited the thanks of the profession for proposing and 
carrying a motion meant to stimulate the laggard bodies in 
the work of forming conjoint boards. If these are not 
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formed by the close of the year, the Executive Com- 
mittee is to seek an interview with the Lord President to 
urge legislation. 

Whether the various bodies in the different parts of the 
kingdom will be able to combine to create three Conjoint 
Boards equally efficient as tests of education and satis- 
factory to public opinion remains to be seen. The English 
bodies have, so far, agreed to such a scheme. But it does 
not include the Apothecaries’ Company, and the cost of the 
double diploma is high. In other parts of the kingdom 
the arrangements are not yet announced. But, as the 
time given them for deliberation draws to a close after 
which Government will be appealed to if they cannot show 
@ good case, we may expect shortly to hear of further 
schemes, though we confess to not being sanguine as to 
the simplicity and efficiency of them. 

The proceedings of the Royal College of Physicians 
during the past year offer no very startling incidents, but 
we are glad to notice that one or two steps of importance, 
in the direction of liberality and progress, have been made. 
It is a sign of the diminution of old exclusive feelings 
that the reading-room, formerly devoted only to Members 
of the College, has now been thrown open to the Licentiates 
also, and that coincidently with this change the apartment 
has been made more cheerful and comfortable. There has 
also been a considerable improvement in the resources of 
the library, consequent on a new arrangement by which 
the newest medical works are furnished, in pretty liberal 
numbers, from a medical circulating library; and the stock 
of foreign periodicals has been enlarged. In the direction 
of educational progress the College has done good service 
by passing a bye-law which makes it obligatory on all 
candidates for the licence to have served a three months’ 
clinical clerkship and a three months’ dressership at some 
recognised hospital. This is a most valuable and practical 
reform. 

The College of Surgeons of England has enjoyed a quiet 
year compared with its predecessor, since neither the Pre- 
sident nor the Fellows and Members have thought it ne- 
cessary to summon a meeting of the Corporation. The 
great improvement of submitting candidates for the 
Membership to the test of an actual examination of pa- 
tients was introduced early in the year, and has worked 
well. The two Fellowship examinations have excited notice, 
the first by the excessive severity, and the seeond by the 
absurd lenity, of the questions set. It beeomes more and 
more obvious yearly that a board of ten examiners is too 
unwieldy for the due carrying out of strict but suitable 
examinations. The annual election in July resulted in the 
re-election of Mr. Busx, who became President in the 
following week, and the return of Messrs. Srencer Weis 
and Crircrerr, who may be regarded as additions to the 
independent members of the Council. The elections by 
the Council to the Professorships of the College resulted 
in the appointment of Mr. Tmrorny Hormes to the Pro- 
fessorship of Surgery and Pathology, and of Professor 
Humpury to the Lectureship on Anatomy and Physiology. 
The Hunterian Lecture on the 14th February was delivered 
by Sir Witt Ferevsson. During the year Mr. Curiixc 
succeeded to the examinership vacated by Mr. Souty, and 





quite recently Mr. Cock, whose period of office has expired, 
has declined re-election. During the greater part of the 
year the Council of the College of Surgeons has been en- 
deavouring to further some amalgamation scheme, at first 
with the College of Physicians and the Apothecaries’ Society, 
and latterly with the Physicians alone; and it is nearly 
a fait accompli. As regards the College of Surgeons, we 
think it must be obvious that the old vested interests in 
the examinerships can no longer be maintained, and that 
this is beginning to be felt by the Council itself is shown 
by the proposal to defer the filling up of the vacancy caused 
by Mr. Cocx’s retirement. 

The various Medical Societies have been working with 
creditable zeal. We can only indicate the principal sub- 
jects which have engaged their attention. Dr. THEODORE 
Wit11ams made a communication to the Royal Medical and 
Chirurgical Society on the Duration of Phthisis, and on 
certain conditions which influence it. The paper was 
based on 1000 cases in Dr. Wiix1Ams’s practice. In our 
columns, and in his recent work, Dr. Wriiiams shows a 
longer duration of life in phthisis than any other author, 
as far as we know. The most exciting communication to 
the Medical and Chirurgical Society was on a Series of 
Cases in which Chancres followed Vaccination. There 
were, in fact, two series of cases. In the first, con- 
sisting of thirteen cases vaccinated from a syphilitic 
vaccinifer, there were sores which presented some re- 
semblance to an indurated chancre; but there were abso- 
lutely no certain secondary symptoms. Mr. HurcHinson 
thought this fact sufficiently explained by the mercurial 
treatment which had been used. We regarded it as throw- 
ing the gravest doubt upon the syphilitic theory of the 
sores. In the second series, patients of Mr. Warzn Tay, 
a brother and sister, and two other children, were vac- 
cinated from a vaccinifer found afterwards to have some 
slight indications of constitutional syphilis. These children 
all showed unmistakable indications of syphilis after vac- 
cination. This was a serious fact. But we regarded it as 
still not proving that syphilis was actually conveyed at the 
time of vaccination, and certainly not proving that it was 
conveyed in the lymph proper. It is only fair here to re- 
mind our readers that our Commissioners reported a case 
in which a public vaccinator vaccinated a dozen children 
from a child he afterwards found was under treatment 
for congenital syphilis. He kept constant watch upon 
them for a time, and left word with the parents that 
anything irregular was to be reported to him; but he 
never heard of any harm arising in any of the twelve cases. 
Mr. J. Warrtneron Harwarp read a paper at the Society 
arguing from ninety-seven cases in favour of ether as com- 
pared with chloroform as an anesthetic, as being safer, 
stimulating rather than depressing the heart, and as being 
less likely to cause sickness. The Clinical Society has 
maintained the interest of its communications in so far as 
they are characterised by a certain accuracy and carefulness 
of clinical observation, if it is not quite realising its high 
purposes as a therapeutical Society. Dr. Guu, in his open- 
ing address as the new president, did justice to surgery as 
a branch of the medical art, and showed the importance of 
the opportunities which private practitioners have of study- 
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ing the beginning and the history of chronic diseases. 
Among cases of special interest were one of diphtherial 
paralysis treated with faradism by Dr. Greennow, and a 
fatal case of hair-swallowing in @ parturient female under 
the care of Mr. Carver, of Enfield-highway. Dr. Buzzarp 
read” notes of a case of cervico-brachial neuralgia, in a 
patient aged sixty-five, treated with the constant current, 
with great relief. A lively and instructive discussion and 
correspondence arose out of a remark of Dr. GuULL’s seeming 
to disparage the constant current as a remedy. The reme- 
dial value of this agent was amply vindicated in the course 
of the discussion. The Medical Society of London, under 
the presidency of Dr. AnDrew CLARK; is ‘in a prosperous 
state. Dr. Ricnarpson made the humane and honourable 
suggestion at a recent meeting that the discovery of anms- 
thesia should be applied in favour of animals about to be 
slaughtered, ‘recommending a mixture of) bichloride of 
methylene and coal-gas. The cooked flesh of a fowl killed 
under anesthesia so produced was handed round and pro- 
nounced absolutely free from unnatural odour. The Patho- 
logical Society has added to its records those of a large 
number of rare and interesting lesions, whieh it is vain to 
attempt to specialise. We may mention a case of aneurism 
of ‘the coronary artery, reported by Dr. Crisp, in. a man 
‘aged ‘sixty-three, opening into the pericardium, and attri- 
buted by the patient to a blow received twenty years before; 
‘Dr. Hawxes’s case of cystic tumour in the brain, thought 
‘by Drs. Dickinson and Powe. to have originated in an 
aneurism ; and some interesting specimens of cancerous 
growths in the veins and endocardium, apparently second- 
ary to disease in the lower vertebra causing thrombus in 
the inferior vena cava. The discussions of the Obstetrical 
Society included many questions of practical interest. A 
paper by Drs: Braxron Hicks and Pups, on mortality 
after obstetric operations, ended with the conclusion that 
these were very seldom the cause of death, but that death 
was caused by the disease necessitating the operation, or 
by delay in doing it. We should, occupy the whole space 
allotted to our summary if we did justice to the proceedings 
of all the Societies of the kingdom. In the Edinburgh 
Medico-Chirurgieal Society, Dr. Benwert, in describing the 
case of a soldier under his care in Edinburgh who had been 
in India and afterwards a patient at Netley Hospital, spoke 
in a way which seemed to many military medical men to 
misrepresent their practice as regards the administration 
of mercury in diseases of the liver. 

The Associations of the year call for little notice here. 
The British Medical Association had a pleasant time of it 
at Plymouth at its annual meeting, which becomes more 
and more of a holiday tothe members. Mr. Jomn Wurpp.e, 
FP.R.C.8.E., presided, and delivered an address redolent of 
the famous seaport, and suitable to the occasion. At the 
British Association the most memorable event of pbysio- 
logical interest was a remarkable theory of the origin of 
life in the speech of the President—viz., that. life arrived 
on the earth in the form of moss in some meteoric stone. 
At the Social Seience Association, at Leeds, Mr, G. W. 
Hastixes presided, and sanitary matters received unusual 
consideration. 

The work of medical practitioners in any sphere of labour, 





that of practice or that of the hospital, can only be sum- 
marily noticed in this place, But medical history would 
be incomplete if it did not indicate points. of progress in 
the healing art, and the general drift of therapeutical 
questions, ‘The use.of alcohol in medicine has become a 
matter of public interest by the publication of a declara- 
tion signed by, 250 leading men in London and the pro- 
vinees, to the effect that when prescribed it should be 
prescribed with as, much care as any powerful drug ; that 
many people immensely exaggerate the value of alcohol as 
an article of diet; that the great amount of drinking is 
one of the greatest evils, and that those signing the de- 
claration wouid support any wise legislation to restrict and 
diminish it, The declaration is not worded so carefully, as 
it might be; Mr. Smey has already protested against the 
first part of it, and, other objections we. publish. to-day. 
Nevertheless, we expect nothing but good from the declara- 
tion. The use of chloral has been threatening to degenerate 
into a kind of tipple, notwithstanding the occurrence of 
several fatal cases from its use, The drug is being manu- 
factured in tons, This.is an evil against which we should 
set ourselves, Still, though the drug requires to be given 
in small quantities, and carefully at first, it is not without 
great uses in. practice. Two cases of traumatic tetanus 
have been treated successfully by it in St, Thomas’s Hos- 
pital, Three.other cases of tetanus are reported to have 
been cured by it. Iodide of potassium is doing wonders in 
the cure of diseases probably syphilitic; though, as Dr. 
Buzzarp suggests, we are perhaps reasoning in a circle im 
setting down all diseases cured by iodide of potassium as 
syphilitic.. The size of the doses taken and) apparently 
required for the therapeutic effect is a wery nti-in- 
finitesimal sort of fact. Mr, Gay is curing a lupus of 
twenty years’ standing with half-drachm doses three 
times a day, and Dr, Moxon and Dr. Anstiz_ lately 
reported remarkable cures of syphilitic disease of the 
nervous system cured respectively by seruple doses and 
ten-grain doses three times, a day. The publication of 
Dr. Reywouns’s Lectures on the Medica) Uses of Electricity 
in a separate form, and the discussion on this subject in 
our columns, will serve to bring into more frequent use, this 
most potent agent. The powerful tonic effect of quinine 
upon the uterus has lately been clearly stated by M, 
Monreverpi. He even proposes it as a substitute for ergot 
for the expulsion of the fetus or placenta, The treatment 
of hyperpyrexia by the application of cold to the body has 
been as fully illustrated in our columns as it can be at 
present; the fact being that, in the land of CURRIE, We have 
strayed away from the use of this remedy until thermometrie 
observations abroad have shown the necessary fatality of 
a very high temperature, The injection of ammonia into 
the veins is alleged to have been done not only without 
killing the patient, but actually with the effect of killing 
the snake-poison within him, by Professor Hatrorp, of Mel- 
bourne. This procedure, which does not seem free from risk, 
requires careful repetition in the case of bites by undoubtedly 
poisonous snakes, before it can be accepted. In surgery 
the operation of skin-grafting has been fully established. 
Mr, CaALLENDER suggests that it is best to insert the new 
skin at the margin of the ulcerated surface; and it was 
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stated at a recent meeting of the Clinical Society that in 
one hospital the supply of skin is taken from amputated 
legs. Mr. Gamcers tied the common carotid a few months 
ago. Our Paris correspondent lately described a new mode 
of dressing stumps practised by M. Gutriy. It consists in 
wrapping them in dry cotton. Dr. Saree's visit to this 
country was a very grateful one. He kindly took the 
trouble to explain his operatiéns and treatment of various 
joint diseases at University College and other hospitals. 
Mr. Bickersreru in July recorded in our columns the re- 
moval of two pterygo-maxillary tumours and of a very large 
serotal tumour with very satisfactory results. 

Facts connected with the Medical Schools in London and 
other parts have beén too recently noticed in a special 
number to call for comment here. “We have lately advo- 
cated some selection of work for students in regard to 
certain subjects, and shall continue to do 80, satisfied that 
by demanding an impracticable amount of work we get 
Worse results than we should if we restricted our require- 
ments witbin reasonable limits. Edinburgh has been agi- 
tated by a few ladies, who entered upon medical studies 
under the impression that they would be able to get the 
teaching required by the regulations of the University. 
They find they cannot. Professors will not give them sepa- 
rate courses, and male students naturally will not attend 
mixed classes. The question is a very delicate and difficult 
one for a school with 500 to 600 male students. It is deeply 
to be desired that the case of these ladies should be dealt 
with by itself without reference to the general question. 
At present they are in a position which excités pity, and 
makes the University appear harsh, if not unjust. 

The Naval Medical Department has, from the successive 
improvements of late years, at length attained a position in 
which it has begun to attract students of the Londén 
schools to its ranks, and a great advance has been made 
during the past year in throwing open the medical school 
at Netley to candidates for the naval as well as the military 
medical service. We shall hope shortly to chronicle the 
appointment of a distinguished naval medical officer to a 
professional post in that school. During the year some 
attempt to do justice to the service has been made by the 
authorities in the matter of pensions aud honorary distinc- 
tious. Three additional Greenwich Hospital pensions were 
allotted to meritorious officers, and the quibbles of the 
Treasury respecting the vacant good-service pension vacated 
by the death of Dr. Witson were overcome early in the 
year. Later, when a distribution of honours of the Order 
of the Bath was made, the naval medical service was fiotice- 
able only by its absence from the list. We warmly espoused 
the cause of the department, and especially the claims of its 
chief, and were happy to have shortly after to announce the 
recognition by the Government of the sérvices of the 
Director-General and of two other distinguished members of 
this department. We have quite recently had to notice in 
favourable terms the annual Blue-book of the Naval Medical 
Department, and especially the records of hospital work it 
contains. 

At the commencement of the year the great Continental 
war was still going on, and enormous sums of money, with 
stores of matériel, were sent to the belligerents from this 








country. We need not go over the ground again on which 
we came to our conclusions regarding systems of inter- 
national aid to sick and wounded. That the object was most 
humane, and that most of those who were engaged in. the 
war hospitals did their work devotedly, we have no 
doubt. We fully believe that a National Aid Society would 
be most useful ; and, what is more, we prophesy that, if we 
have the misfortune to enter upon a great war, a society of 
the kind will be required. It having been decided by the 
Red Cross Society to equip and send an ambulanee to the 
seat of war, eleven army medical officers, with a deputy 
i tor-g 1 of hospitals, left Woolwich with eight 
untvdiante and twelve general service waggons, besides 
stores of medicines, instruments, <c., and a detachment, of 
the Army Hospital Corps. Moreover, some of our army 
medical officers were accredited to the head quarters of the 
German and French armies. On the termination of the 
struggle they furnished reports to the English Government 





of all that they had observed; but these were never laid 


before Parliament, as Mr. Carpwstt insisted upon their 
being considered confidential reports. Very little was added 
by the campaign to surgical science, about which warriors 
and statesmen care nothing. The French medical service 
was completely broken down by their system of Intendanee, 
and there was, from all accounts, a lamentable want. of 
applied army hygiene in the German hospital service. 
Pyemia and septicemia carried off the wounded, and 
typhoid fever and dysentery attacked large numbers of 
men on both sides; but no epidemic in particular occurred. 

The Autumn Mancauvres formed one of the features of 
the year. Wetouched upon its medical aspects at the time ; 
but they added little to our knowledge of medical admi- 
nistration. 

There is nothing particular to record concerning the 
medical services of the British and Indian armies. In the 
former the chief source of complaint has been the extreme 
slowness of promotion; and in the latter great discontent 
was caused by the action of the Indian Government in sus- 
pending the competitive examinations, by which much 
hardship Was inflicted on those gentlemen who came over to 
this country to qualify on the strength of promises that had 
been held out to them. We must regard it as a subject for 
regret that the two services were not amalgamated years 
ago. The officers of the Indian army feel acutely their 
severance from the medical charge of Europeans. The pro- 
motions from the assistant-surgeons in the British medical 
service during the past year have been 23, exclusive of two 
promotions in the Guards.’ Rumour has been busy, but 
nothing bas yet been determined upon in regard to the so- 
called “unification” of the British army medical service. 
The progress that has been made in all that concerns the 
health of the British army may be gauged by the figures 
lately brought forward by Dr. Batrour. He has shown that 
thirty-five years ago the mortality, contrasted with that of 
the average of the five years ending 1869, has sunk from 3 
to less than 1} per cent.; and he estimates that this differ- 
ence represents a saving of 2300 lives annually on the pre- 
sent total strength of the army, exclusive of colonial corps. 

The Sanitary Commissioners’ Reports from India have 
often contained very valuable information, and we can only 
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regret that their size and uninviting character, from being 
in great part made up of statistical data, have prevented 


them from being more generally known and read. Dr. 
Bryrpen’s views regarding cholera have been much, as well 
as ably, discussed by various medical writers, and we have 
endeavoured, as far as our limited space would permit, to 
place the salient points in the Reports before our readers. 
Drs. Conninenam and Lewrs—the former of the Indian, 
and the latter of the British medical service—have done 
excellent scientific work in regard to Haturer’s and Per- 
TENKOFER’s views about cholera and typhoid fever. It bas 
been commonly held, both in this country and India, that 
ene of the causes of inefficiency among European soldiers 
im India has been the immaturity of the men sent there ; 
but Dr. Beyrpen has lately attempted to demonstrate, on 
statistical grounds, the fallacy of that assumption. We 
are not prepared, without a more careful analysis of his 
figures than we have yet given them, to accept his conclu- 
sion. Itis true that statistics show a smaller mortality 
among the younger soldiers in India; but this is only an 
apparent advantage on the side of youth. The longer the 
residence in India, the greater the mortality. The men of 
different ages should have served the same time in India 
before a correct comparison can be instituted, and itis very 
probable, as urged by the Army Sanitary Committee, that 
the injury done to the constitution of the immature soldier 
by sickness shortly after his arrival in India may diminish 
his powers of resistance to disease, and swell the ratio of 
mortality in after years. Cholera, sunstroke, and fever, 
which proved such terrible scourges to the British army 
in India in 1869, prevailed to a far less extent in 1870, 
and the mortality among Europeans has been relatively 
small. India has been exceptionally free from cholera 
during the current year. Our readers will remember the in- 
teresting facts set forth in our pages in proof of the intro- 
duction of scarlatina into some parts of India from Europe 
by the overland system of troop-ships. 

The year has not been without some remarkable cases of 
medico-legal interest. One of these involved the question 
of the authority of the coroner to order a medical examina- 
tion of living persons with a view to the establishment of 
a criminal charge. Two medical practitioners, in a very 
painful case of concealed childbirth, acted upon this 
authority. We thought it right to express strongly our 
disapproval of such action on the mere authority of the 
eoroner, and we placed before our readers in explicit terms 
the opinion of the legal adviser of this journal. A death 
from the application of a solution of bichloride of mercury, 
used as a parasiticide in a case of ringworm, was the 
subject of a coroner’s inquiry. The death seemed to result 
from a special susceptibility to the action of mercury, or 
possibly from some unnoticed break in the skin. Nobody 
but the coroner’s jury thought ef blaming the intelligent 
practitioner in whose practice the case occurred. An action 
for alleged malpraxis in Stockton in an obstetric case 
excited some interest in the profession in the neighbour- 
hood. The jury gave a ready verdict in favour of 
the defendant, to the satisfaction of the profession 
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in an obstetric case to which he was engaged, though never 
called on to attend. The judgment was inconsistent with 
precedent, and is not likely to be repeated. At the recent 
trial of Kexrty in Dublin, for shooting at Tansor, most 
serious importance was attached by the defence to the 
surgical treatment of the case. It was argued that TaLBor 
died, not from the injuries received, but from the attempts 
to remove piecés of the bullet, and that Dr. Stokes acted reck- 
lessly, and with no bona fides. Certain of the leading surgeons 
in London signed a statement expressing their belief that 
the bullet-wound in Tansor’s neck was the sole cause of 
death, and that no blame could be justly assigned to any 
of those by whom the wound was treated. The case shows, 
however, the importance of acting in such circumstances 
only after due consideration, and with the concurrence of 
colleagues. 

It is always a pleasant part of our duty, in writing the 
annus medicus, to notice honours paid to medical men. Of 
course, many a significant tribute is paid to the merit of 
practitioners which is not meant to be published, but which 
more than fees excites the feeling of gratification. But 
ever and anon there transpires an honour which is meant to 
be public, and which is calculated at once to gratify the 
receiver and inspire the profession which he represents and 
adorns. One of the most romantic events of this kind in 
the past year was that recorded in Tue Lancer in March— 
a torchlight procession of 1700 students and others in 
honour of Sxopa, of Vienna, retiring at the age of sixty, 
five from the chair of clinical medicine, with his faculties 
unimpaired. The vast procession, preceded by beadles on 
horseback, went to his house, with music and crowds, and 
presented an address, which was responded to in words of 
great emotion by the teacher who has done so much to 
make the great reputation of this school, and who was sur- 
rounded by colleagues of almost equal fame—to wit, 
Roxrransxy, Hera, Braun, Hyrti, Bevcxe, and others. 
A notable compliment was that paid to Dr. Curistison by 
placing his bust in a niche in the College Library of Edin- 
burgh, where marble is generally only a substitute for life. 
But this honour was exceeded a few months later by that 
of a Baronetcy, which itself was exceeded by the universal 
approval with which it was regarded by the profession and 
the public. English surgery has been greatly, but not 
unduly, honoured in the person of James Pacer. His Royal 
Highness the Prince of Watrs came down one July day 
with her Royal Highness the Princess to present an 
illuminated copy of a resolution to Mr. Pacer on his, re- 
signation as one of the surgeons of St. Bartholomew's 
Hospital. This step was necessitated by a serious illness, 
originating in a dissection wound, and described very vividly 
in our columns by Mr. Pacer on his recovery. For a time 
his life was in peril, and with few exceptions, with 
perhaps only one exception, no recovery from sickness during 
the year has been more grateful to the public and to the 
profession. A month after the presentation by the Prince 
at Bartholomew’s, Mr. Pacer was made a baronet. Whether 
we consider Mr. Pacrt’s share in the happy treatment of 
the Princess, whom the nation loves so much, or the value 


in the neighbourhood, and, as we think, rightly. A | of his contributions to surgical pathology, or his whole 


County Court decided lately against the claim of a surgeon | character of heart and head, we must regard this honour 
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as one of the justest that was ever bestowed. On July 17th 
a dinner was given to MM. Racorp and Demarguax, of 
Paris, on the occasion of their visiting London as bearers, 
from the French Government, of thanks and many kind 
expressions to the profession in England for its sympathy 
and help during the sad war which is now happily termi- 
nated. Sir Wiuuiam Ferousson fitly presided on this 
touching occasion. Professor Hanrorp, of Melbourne, has 
received a handsomely bound book and a purse of 120 
sovereigns in recognition of his attempts to cure snake- 
poisoning by ammonia. Dr. Epwarp Baxxak), lately of 
Islington, received a Ross’s Microscope from his medical 
brethren on the occasion of his appointment as one of 
the Sanitary Inspectors of the Local Government Board. 

We can only specify a few points in the Bibliography of 
the year, It is gratifying to see good continental works 
Anglicised. In not a few instances we are indebted for this 
to our enterprising brethren across the water, as in the case 
of Buttr0tH’s General Surgical Pathology and Therapeu- 
ties, translated by C. E. Hackiey.M.A.,M.D. The fourth 
volume of Txovsszavu’s Clinical Lectures, translated by Dr. 
Cormack, reminds us afresh of our obligation to the New 
Sydenham Society. Mr. Houmes’s System of Surgery has 
been completed. Dr. Ansrim has put into a book his deep 
studies into the nature of Neuralgia and the diseases resem- 
bling it. Dr. C. J. B. Wicuiams, assisted by his son Dr. 
Tueropore WitLiams, has put the profession in possession 
of his thoughts on Phthisis, or Phthinoplasms, in a book 
full of experience and suggestion. Perhaps the greatest 
novelty in the medical book world is a new edition of Sir 
Txomas Watson's Practice of Physic, in which he has been 
assisted by Dr. Grorce Jounson. The experiment of put- 
ting new wine into old bottles is proverbially risky, but it 
has been courageously tried here, and with perhaps more 
success than might have been expected. Sir Henry Hot- 
LAND has just given to the world the Recollections of his 
past life. Dr. Russet, Reynoips bas accomplished a 
third volume of his great System of Medicine, containing 
many articles of remarkable value; but a fourth volume is 
still wanting to complete the work. 

We have to lament the death of many honoured members 
of the profession, some occupying leading positions in the 
different parts of the country, others doing the less public 
but valuable work of general practitioners. Among other 
names in our obituary of the year are the following :— 
Count Wontowicz; Wruviam Kerra, M.D., of Aberdeen; 
Joun Appineton Symonps, M.D.; Dr. Beverney Boae ; 
Dr. Fexix Niemeyer; Samvuet Barsovur, J.P., F.R.C.S., of 
Manchester ; Sir Jamus Freprrick Paumer, late President 
of the Legislative Council of Victoria, and grandson of the 
sister of Sir Josuua Rexynotps; Tuomas Hawxes Tanner, 
M.D.; Hype Savrer, M.D.; James De Cantus Sownzxsy ; 
Sir Joun Fire; Dr. Mayo, F.B.S.; Francors A. Lonarr; 
Tuomas ANNANDALE, M.R.C.S., of Newcastle-on-Tyne; J. 
M‘Crea, M.R.C.S. Eng., R.N.; Joun Duncan, of Edin- 
burgh; Laneston Parker; James Fawcvus, M.D., In- 
spector of Gaols in Lower Bengal; Ricnarp T. Evanson ; 
Samven Souty, F.R.S.; G. Curnsnam, M.D.; W. Henry 
Waricur, M.R.C.S.; Dr. Gzrorcz V. Buackman, Professor 


of Surgery in the Medical College of Ohio; Jomn Wituiam \if they had occurred from old age. 





| Invixe, M.D., Liverpool; Sir James Murray, Kt.; Purr 


CuILweLL De.acarps, F.R.C.S.; Anruurs Kemp, F.RCS.; 
Prerre Cuatvet; Professor Spoonsz; Gseorcs BuLLEN, 
F.R.C.S. ; Dr. J. Davapson ; and Dr. Roper? Sr. J. Marne. 
Some of these died at a ripe old age, full of honours ; some 
died prematurely, like Tanner and Hyper Sauter. Some 
died at the seat of war, like the lamented Nrgmexer ; some 
at home amid all the ministrations of affection. Some when 
their work was well-nigh done and they were fit only for 
rest ; others at the outset of a life of promise. Some of in- 
evitable decay, or scarcely less inevitable disease; others, 
like Niemeyer and Davipson and Maywnz, for example, of 
disease that we call preventable. 

Any medical history would be incomplete which did not 
include some reference to the illness of H.R.H. the Prince of 
Wags, and the remarkable effects of it on public feeling. 
On Thursday, Nov. 23rd, it was announced that the Prince 
had typhoid. For once medicine was in the ascendant. It 
was a State institution, and Sir Witt1am Janyver was the 
Prime Minister. A superficial politician a few days before 
had been trying to throw ridicule on Court physicians as a 
part of monarchy. Now all politics were in abeyance, and 
neither men nor women would read anything but the 
bulletins of the doctors at Sandringham. It was fortunate 
for England, and no mean argument for the monarchy, 
that the name which took precedence in these bulletins 
was that of a physician who, by his elinical and pathological 
study of fevers, pursued at the peril of his life, had won 
European fame, and clearly distinguished the disease which 
was now felt as a personal affliction to the nation. Sir 
Wit.14m Jenner was ably seconded by Dr. Gutu and Dr. 
Lowe. We have said that all politics were in abeyance; 
men felt somewhat indignant that legislators had been 
neglecting legislation for pelitics ; that preventable disease 
in the form of large epidemics had been allowed to stalk 
through the land throughout the year, while politicians 
debated how a man should record his vote. Medical 
science was not at fault. It had amply demonstrated 
the usual ways in which typhoid is propagated, and 
the easy ways in which its prevalence could be con- 
trolled. Few points in medicine were better made out. 
Moreover the disease was one of the most fatal of our 
English diseases. But the life and health of the people had 
been hitherto almost no part of astatesman’s care. Now,in 
the light of this calamity, it seemed as if preventable disease 
were a crime, and that leading statesmen must be re- 
sponsible for it. After losing Prince Auserr and nearly 
losing the Prince of Waxes from a disease the contagion 
of which, in the opinion of most physicians and sanitarians, 
can be easily got rid of, we may hope for a new era of 
legislation, in which the physical health of the people will 
be considered one of the first and most urgent cares of 
statesmen, and in which the utmost severity will be applied 
to the destruction and restriction of morbid poisons. The 
Prince may regard himself henceforth as a sort of martyr 
who has demonstrated in his own case the way in which 
air and water are allowed to be poisoned by the devices or 
the stupidity of men, and how a great State up to the end 
of 1871 took little more heed of deaths from typhoid than 
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We instituted very searching inquiries into the probable 
source of infection in the case of the Prince of Wanrs. 
These are too recent, and have been too amply confirmed 
by later occurrences, to need further description here. 

Tue Lancet during the past year has been a medium for 
the publication of communications of unusual interest and 
significance. It is impossible to specify more than a few 
of these, such as Dr. Parkts’s Croonian Lectures on the 
Elimination of Nitrogen, Dr. Rurnerrorn's Lectures on 
Experimental Physiology, Mr. Houmes’s answer to Sir 
James Srupson’s Papers on Hospitalism ; Mr, Paget's ac- 
count of hig own illness; Dr. Actanp’s Lectures on National 
Health ; Dr. Wrison Fox’s Observations on the Treatment 
of Hyperpyrexia, as illustrated in Acute Rheumatism, by 
the external application of Cold; Dr. Currrorp Atusutr 
on the Treatment of Pyrexia; Dr. Gzx’s Gulstonian Lec- 
tures; cases. of Stenosis of the Pulmonary Artery, by Dr. 
Dycz Brown, and Dr. W. R. E. Smart; Dr. Sanven WiLKs 
on Scientific Therapeutics ; cases in Operative Surgery, by 
Mr. E. R. Bickerstera; the Origin of Cancer, by Mr. 
De Morcan ; Acupressure, by Dr. Prrere ; various commu- 
nications on Cholera and its Treatment, by Dr. Lownpzs, 
Mr. Sepewickx, Dr. Gzorce Jounson, and Dr. CarPenrer 
of Croydon; Dr. Pavy on the Physiology and Therapeutics 
of Food; Dr. Carrenrer on the Causation of Searlet 
Fever; Dr. Mannie on two cases of Medullary Cancer of 
the Brain; Mr. Berxetry Hret on Venereal Diseasé; Gas- 
trotomy for the relief of Cancer of the (sophagus, by 
Joun Lowe, M.D.; Gastrotomy for relief of Ileus, by Dr. 
Grorce Bucuanan; Induction of Premature Labour in a 
case where, nine months before, Gastrotomy had been per- 
formed for Rupture of the Uterus, by Mr. Hopxrys of 
Stone, and Dr. TyLecore of Sandon; Mr. Brrxerr’s Lectures 
on New Growths; on the Functions of the Sympathetic Sys- 
tem of Nerves as a Physiological Basis for a System of Thera- 
peutics, by Dr. E. Merron; Sir A. Taytor on the Climate 
of Pau; Dr. Bett Tayrtor on the Extraction of Cataract ; 
11,000 cases of Skin: Diseases, by Dr. MeCaun ANDERSON. 
One word as to our Mirror, the weekly records of the prac- 
tice of the London and provincial hospitals. They supply 
a want which is widely felt, and are read with so much ap- 
preciation that our readers may remain assured that we 
shall spare no effort to ensure their increasing value. The 
man whose lot is cast in some isolated spot, whether at home 
or in some part of our colonial empire, performs his medi- 
cal avocation under many trying disadvantages. Not the 
least of these is his complete isolation from those focuses 
of medical science where, from the materials afforded by a 
large clinique, new theories of disease and new methods of 
dealing with its endless forms are evolved by the individual 
efforts and mutual attrition of the leading minds of our 
profession. In the Mirror, however, he not only finds re- 
corded examples of disease of exceptional interest and rare 
occurrence, and all that is new in treatment and device, 
but, accompanying the physician or surgeon in his ordinary 
round, passes from bed to bed, views the patients’ sym- 

ptoms, follows the method of the diagnosis and the plan 
of treatment, and learns the lesson which the teacher has 
to enforce. Should it so be that we record diverse opinions 
as emanating from men whose views he is accustomed to 





receive with equal respect, he knows how to judge and to 
choose, and, not unséldom, i¢ ablé to digrérn between the 
two the golden middle path. Thus the distant practitioner 
and the student of every age and grade are able to learn 
some of the lessons of evéry héspitaland-every school, and 
can maintain the thoroughly furnished mind which is essen- 
tial to the happy and successful exercise of the healing art. 
A very interesting feature of Tur Lancer of the past year 
has been that of letters from foreign correspondents and 
reports of foreign hospitals. We have been enabled in 
this way to keep our readers informed as to the work of 
our brethren in Germany, France, aud other parts of 
the Continent. ‘The letters of our Paris correspondent, 
unhappily interrupted by the late war, have’ tow ?- 
appeared, to the pleasure of all who love good letter- 
writing and know what medicine owes to France. Con- 
cerning the special and editorial articles of Tue Lancet, 
we need say no more than that they have embraced every- 
thing related to medicine, either in its preventive, its 
pathological, or its therapeutical departments. The or- 
ganisation of the profession, the education of its students, 
and the reputation and prosperity of its members, have 
been our constant interest. We may not claim to have 
been always right;,and.im a journal so variously inspired as 
Tue Lancer there may not have been any dull uniformity 
of style and view; but in great matters there bas been no 
flinching, no inconstaney, and no inconsistency. Every 
opinion entitled to any respect has had the benefit of the 
publicity of Tue Lancet—unequalled and unepproached 
by that of any contemporary, however ambitious. In cases 
of dispute between brethren, unkappily still too common, 
we have endeavoured to be just; and in strictly scientific 
matters, our object has been impartially to represent both 
sides, with the liberty of preferring one. 

Tt only remains for us to’ wish our readers a happy new 
year. Surely our people and their legislators will learn 
obedience by the things that we have suffered in the year 
that is “dying.” But we are far yet from the millennium of 
sanitary philosophers, when all disease is to be prevented, 
not cured. Be it ours to elevate the healing art in the eyes 
of men, by perfecting it, by showing regard for life, by 
contributions ‘to médical knowledge, by educating our 
senses to more varied uses, by respecting each other, by an 
exhibition of all that becomes professional men, “ by what- 
soever things are just, whatsoever things are lovely or of 
good report.” Some would have us think that professional 
feeling is getting more coarse. We do not think so. 
Exceptions only prove the rule, and a higher education 
mast result in a higher regard for the virtues enjoined alike 
by Hippocrates and St. Pavt. 








Tre usual Christmas fare has been liberally provided by 
the Guardians, in all the metropolitan workhouses. In one 
or two instances additional comforts have been provided by 
considerable donations from the benevolent. This is a 
new feature, and indicates the possible future union between 
charity and poor relief. At the hospitals, everything that 
the patients can reasonably take in the way of suitable 
creattire comforts has been provided, and there are in the 
children’s wards Christmas-trees, in the preparation of 
which not a few older babies have had a loving hand. 
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Medical Annotations, 
“Ne quid nimis,” 
THE PRINCE OF WALES. 

Tue public has, very naturally, been much alarmed at the 
announcement that the convalescence of the Prince of 
Wales has been retarded by the development of local mis- 
chief about the hip, accompanied by a certain amount of 
feverishness. It is, no doubt, somewhat annoying to have 
to report the occurrence of anything of this character ; 
but there is no occasion for the anxiety that might be felt 
if we were in ignorance as to the cause of this feverish- 
ness. The Prince is not labouring, as is generally supposed, 
from any bedsore that may hereafter prove a source of 
trouble and exhaustion; but from a very limited and cir- 
cumscribed tenderness of a portion of skin borderitfg 
upon the left hip, which may be, and probably is, due to 
an ‘inflammatory implication of the tissues immediately 
adjacent to the bone, of an irritating and somewhat painful 
character truly, but in no way dangerous. We are able to 
report that, with the foregoing exception, complete defer- 
vescence had been reached some days ago, and that no 
visceral complications exist to retard the Prince’s recovery. 
The present complication is not uncommon after typhoid. 








MEDICAL BARONETCIES. 


Ar this moment, when there is an exhibition of national 
gratitude towards the medical attendants of the Prince of 
Wales, the consideration of the honours accorded to me- 
dical men is certainly not ont of place. 

Those who have attended the Prince of Wales during an 
illness of undue severity may well be proud of the confidence 
reposed in them, and it may be expected that they will 
receive more substautial acknowledgment of their devotion 
and skill ; for it has always been customary for the medical 
attendants of those of importance in the State, upon the 
recovery from serious illness of their patients to receive 
some mark of their sovereign’s and their country’s ap- 
proval. . It is.a rule no less followed in other professions 
after success resulting from ability. The Lord Chancellor 
is indebted for his office entirely to his own energy and 
talent; a bishopric is the reward of professional learning ; 
while proficiency in knowledge of naval and military affairs 
will always command promotion to the highest offices in 
the service. But there is a difference as to the bestowal 
of honours in the medical profession, A physician knows 
from the first that there is no promotion for him from one 
step to another until he arrives at the highest attainable 
position. A baronetcy is his greatest reward, and no one 
doubts that this distinction will be offered to Dr. Gull, one 
of the physicians at present in attendance on the Prinze of 
Wales. But another of his Royal Highness’s physicians is 
differently placed, for, having already received a baronetey 
as a mark of the Queen’s favour for his faithful services 
as her physician, under present circumstances, no further 
honour awaits him for the part he has taken, and it is the 
leading part, in promoting the cure of the illustrious patient 
in whom everyone is so devotedly and loyally interested. It 
is to be hoped some means may be found to remove this 
anomaly, There is a general feeling that this is a time 
when some judicious alteration might be made in the vague 
rules which more or less govern the distribution of medical 
baronetcies; for although the science of medicine has ad- 
vanced with rapid strides, and is becoming daily of more im- 


portance to the country and to individuals, yet no more 


honours are bestowed upon it now than formerly. We 
feel very strongly that if there were a more liberal creation 
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from time to time of medical baronets, the exertions of 
scientific men would be stimulated by it. It does seem 
somewhat absurd that the highest claims to honour and 
reward are left unregarded because of an impression that 
the small traditionary number of baronets cannot be 
exceeded, whilst a great impediment to the due distribu- 
tion of baronetcies to scientific men is to be found in 
their being mixed up with those that are created for 
political purposes, Claims may be acknowledged, and 
ministers may be willing to act upon their convictions, 
but the jealousy of political supporters stands in the way. 
We are led to call attention to these things from knowing 
that it is wished in high quarters, as well as in public and 
professional circles, that Dr. Gream and Dr. Arthur Farre 
should receive proper recognition for their important ser- 
vices rendered to the Royal Family here and abroad, and to 
the public at large. If a baronetcy is to be created in refer- 
ence to the illness of the Prince of Wales, the popularity of 
it will be greatly enhanced if it is not a single creation ; 
for, in equity, a new servant of the Royal Family, however 
great his services, ought not to supersede those who have 
served them for years before. If the highest position in 
their profession, devoted service to members of the Royal 
Fawily, the largest private practice among all classes of 
the public, together with the possession of those qualifica- 
tions considered essential for the maintenance of the dignity 
of the order—a point to which we attach great importance, 
—are claims for a baronetcy, then it must be allowed that 
the two physicians to whom we allude have fall reason for 
expecting that honour. Their services have been special, and 
the cireumstances of the reign have called them inte use ; 
and it would be considered a very gracious act if, under the 
advice of the authorities, her Majesty should condescend to 
give her consent to a deviation from the tardy process of 
bestowing medical honours, at a time when the nation is 
expressing thankfulness for an escape from an affliction the 
consequences of which no one can contemplate. The be- 
stowal of honours to the profession at this moment will 
be complimentary in exact proportion as it is speedy. We 
cannot, further, avoid expressing a hope that a proper re- 
cognition of his services and his position awaits the Pre- 
sifent of the College of Physicians at no distant date. 





THE NEW WARDS AT THE LONDON FEVER 
HOSPITAL. 

On Friday last we were invited to inspect a set of eight 
wards, which have been prepared at the London Fever 
Hospjtal for the reception of a limited number of patients 
suffering from infectious disease and able to pay for the 
cost of treatment. The erection of the Metropolitan 
Asylums has relieved the London Fever Hospital from the 
necessity of taking in patients of the pauper class, and the 
committee have taken advantage of the diminished number 
of applicants to convert the wards formerly devoted to 
scarlet fever into eight most comfortable private rooms, 
provided with all the conveniences of a middle-class house. 
Each room is suitable for one adult or two children. The 
payment for one of these rooms, with food, medicines, 
attendance night and day by experienced nurses, and the 
advice of a resident medical officer and consulting physician, 
is three guineas per week. The rooms and their appoint- 
ments are admirable, and the want is a realone. Barristers 
in chambers, gentlemen from hotels, and children from 
schools have been removed during the recent epidemic of 
small-pox to the pauper asylums simply because there was 
no other place to send them to, and although the com- 
mittee of the Fever Hospital have nointention of admitting 
small-pox cases, there are numerous instances in which the 
removal of scarlet fever and typhoid are equally desirable. 
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Whilst, however, approving most heartily of the new 
arrangement, we venture to suggest that the medical 
Officers ought to derive some direct benefit from the medical 
service demanded of them. The patients to be admitted 
are not supposed to be objects of charity, indeed it is 
obvious that persons who can afford to pay three guineas a 
week for it may be many weeks, could afford also to give 
an honorarium to the medical attendant. No doubt the 
opening of these wards must for the present be considered 
as an experiment only, and the committee may be justified 
in letting the question of medical fees stand over for a 
time. But we hope the question will not be forgotten ; 
indeed we have no fear of this, as the Committee of the 
London Fever Hospital is one of the few who already 
acknowledge the services of their staff by a small hono- 
rarium. 





VACCINATION AT NORWICH. 


Tre prevalence of small-pox at Norwich has forced the 
question of vaccination upon the serious attention of the 
Poor-law guardians; and at a recent meeting, Dr. Bate- 
man, the only medical member of the board, dweit with 
great force and ability upon the pressing nature of the 
emergency, and upon the duty incumbent on all his col- 
leagues, both officially and privately, to do everything in 
their power to promote vaccination and revaccination, to 
remove the unfounded fears and the erroneous notions of 
the ignorant, and to enforce the law. Other speakers fol- 
lowed on the same side, and displayed a most creditable 
acquaintance with the facts and arguments bearing upon 
the case. One gentleman gave a striking illustration of 
the value of example, by saying that his own revaccination 
had led to that of twenty-six persons in his employment, 
many of whom had previously been indifferent, or even 
opposed to the operation. It seems, as a matter of fact, that 
vaccination has been much neglected at Norwich ; and that 
there is a large unprotected population among which small- 
pox may spread, Still, the good sense uttered by the 
guardians must, we should imagine, exert great influence 
upon this population; and we trust that the debate to 
which we have referred will be followed by prompt and 
vigorous action. Dr. Bateman has clearly perceived and 
acted upon his duty, as the representative of the profession 
at the board, and merits the thanks of his fellow-citizens 
for thus taking the lead on an important sanitary question. 





YELLOW FEVER. 


Waewn an outbreak of yellow fever recently occurred at 
Bermuda, Assistant-surgeon Thomas Bowen Thomas, when 
writing to his superior officer, felt it his duty to urge the 
necessity of transporting the sufferers to Halifax imme- 
diately. Deputy-Inspector Nelson, in commenting upon the 
matter in the recently issued Navy Blue-book, states that: 
“No immediate action was taken, save an offer to remove 
the men on board a gun-vessel, which the civil authorities 
declined, and the men continued at Ports Island.’ Several 
days it seems elapsed without any further case occurring, 
when Dr. Thomas reported another manattacked with the 
specific fever. “ No sooner was his Excellency the Governor 
made acquainted with this untoward event, than he gave 
orders that the whole of the people detained in quarantine 
and Ports Island should be conveyed with the least possible 
delay to Halifax. The gunboat Albacore accordingly was 
selected to carry out this order.” Unhappily, two days 
after leaving the island, Dr. Thomas, who was in medical 
charge of the vessel, was attacked with the fever. ‘“ With 
most admirable self-denying thoughtfulness for those under 





his medical charge, he privately communicated his sus- | name placed on the back of the Bill. 


picions to the commanding officer, and, to avoid any un- 
necessary alarm, he expressed a strong conviction that the 
disease would not spread further, requesting that the 
nature of his illness might be concealed from the others. 
His attack seems to have been of great severity, and he 
succumbed to it on the evening of the fifth day, the service 
being thus deprived of a young officer of rare promise, and 
of the highest professional attainments.” 

Well may Dr. Mackay append in the Blue-book the fol- 
lowing remarks upon this melancholy sacrifice of life, 
remarks which we trust the executive will lay to heart :— 


«It is impossible to review the history of the different 
outbreaks of yellow fever which occurred in the squadron 
on the North American and West Indian Station in 1869, 
without reflecting upon the unhappy necessity that appears 
to have existed of keeping fever-smitten ships in localities 
where a high atmospheric temperature prevailed. It cannot 
be too often repeated, nor too strongly stated, that the 
otfly chance for a ship’s company, amongst whom yellow 
fever has made its appearance, is to have them conveyed 
with the utmost speed to a cold latitude. The accumulated 
mass of experience on this point is so great that nothing 
but the most urgent necessity should justify any temporis- 
ing or procrastination in respect to this measure. Although 
the station orders are explicit and most stringent on this 
point, and senior and commanding officers are, generally 
speaking, aware of the nature of the disease, and of the 
only effectual antidote, there is reason to fear that in some 
instances they have not appeared to be alive to the instant 
necessity of adopting it, and thus valuable lives have been 
sacrificed which a clear appreciation of the position and 
promptitude of action might have saved.” 





NATIONAL HOSPITAL FOR CONSUMPTION, 
VENTNOR. 


‘'ne corner-stone of the chapel designed to accommodate 
the inmates of this hospital was laid this month by the 
Lord Bishop of Winchester. The style of architecture to 
be used will be that which prevailed in the latter part of 
the fourteenth century. It is hoped the windows will be of 
stained glass, the gifts of individuals, the subjects to be 
iliustrative of the miracles of healing. Special provision 
will be made for heating the building by hot water appa- 
ratus. It is estimated that for about £1500 the chapel can 
be so far completed as to allow of service being held therein ; 
half this sum has been already subscribed. It is to be 
hoped that the remainder will be speedily forthcoming, as 
not a penny of the general contributions to the hospital is 
to be touched for this purpose. On the same day was 
opened the third of the eight pairs of houses embraced in 
the general scheme, these being the gift of the Treasurer, 
Mr. Frederick H. Leaf, and Mr. John Buckle. 





We have reason to know that the Report of the Local 
Government as to the management of the Hampstead Hos- 
pital has been unavoidably delayed. It is likely, however, 
to be made public ere long. The report is said to be 
favourable to the managers. 

‘nz General Medical Counci! will assemble early in 
February, when the ‘‘ Conjoint Examination Scheme” for 
England will probably be the only business under discus- 
sion. The Council will also hold its ordinary session in 
June, 





We learn that Sir Dominic Corrigan, M.P., has expressed 
his entire satisfaction with the Bill on Poor-law medical 
relief which Mr. Corrance proposes to introduce into the 
House of Commons in the course of the coming session of 
Parliament. Sir Dominic has even consented to have his 
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Tux neighbourhood of King’s Cross, it appears, is suffering 
from periodical overflows of the Fleet sewer. The nuisance 
has been found so serious as to have been brought under 
the notice of the Board of Works by a deputation of the 
ratepayers of St. Pancras, Clerkenwell, and St. Mary’s, 
Islington. Dr. Popham, on behalf of the deputation, said 
the sewage penetrated the houses in the lower part of the 
Caledonian-road and the vicinity, and that the stench was 
abominable. 





Tue Council of the Obstetrical Society are about to re- 
commend to the Society the establishment of a board of 
examiners, for the purpose of examining such women as 
may choose to present themselves, and granting them a 
certificate of competency to attend labours. 





Tue Town Council of Brighton, it is stated, has de- 
termined to take over the powers, premises, and plant of 
the water company. The Brighton Guardian considers that 
this step was adopted by the Council as the only way out 
of the difficulty in which it found itself placed, 


; 





REPORT 


Che Lancet Sanitary Commission 


NIGHT-NURSING IN THE LONDON 
HOSPITALS. 


No. V. 

Tue Marylebone Workhouse has the reputation of being 
one of the best-managed workhouses anywhere to be found, 
and we were consequently particularly anxious to make our- 
selves acquainted with the night-arrangements there. Those 
who have never been inside this institution can have little 
idea how hnge a place it is. There are no less than 1850 
inmates, the majority.of whom are old or infirm; and the 
master experiences a real difficulty in obtaining a sufficient 
number of able-bodied persons to do the work. The place 
is, in fact, a big infirmary. There are four regular night- 
nurses, who patrol the wards and look after the general 
welfare of the patients; and these are assisted in their 
work by pauper night-nurses, who, if need be, can sammon 
the aid of their superior. Furthermore, the pauper day- 
nurses on the female side sleep in the wards, and on the 
male side there are the pauper day-attendants, who in case 
of emergency can be called up. It is the custom here, and 
a very good one it is, to collect all the worst cases and put 
them together in one ward. These patients, who are many 
of them paralysed, have a greater cubie space allotted to 
them than the rest of the inmates, and have a pauper 
night-nurse specially assigned to them. There is in this 
workhouse a resident medical officer. The wards vary 
very much in appearance and ventilation. Some of them 
are very old, and others of them have been quite 
recently erected, and are of the same design as the new 
buildings at St. Luke’s, which we have already favourably 
noticed. The amount of cubic space varies from 300 to 
1200 feet. In some of the wards the beds absolutely touch, 
and there is scarcely room to thread one’s way between the 
rows. The atmosphere in these wards is, as may readily be 
imagined, anything buat nice. It is true the inmates of 
them are for the most part comparatively healthy, but we 
should think that the arrangements are well calculated to 
rob them of what health they have. Whether this system 
of overcrowding saves the ratepayers’ pockets in the long 
run is certainly open to question, and we are glad to hear 
that the St. Marylebone guardians are contemplating 








building operations on a large scale. We saw the female 
casual ward, which is a model of its kind, warm, airy, and 
of fine proportions. We tasted the “ skilly,” a thick, lumpy 
gruel, which we doubt not contains a power of nourishment, 
but demands of the consumer that which the Latin grammar 
tells us is the best of sances. 

St. Mary’s Hospital.—The nursing arrangements here pre- 
sent features which are not to be found elsewhere. ‘The 
hospital contains 160 beds, and the nursing staff numbers 
25 persons. There areseven sisters, eleven day-nurses, and 
seven night-nurses. The sisters have charge of, and are 
responsible for, the nursing of their wards, and sleep in 
rooms adjoining and overlooking them. ‘The sisters have, 
for the. most part, been promoted from the ranks of the 
nurses, and this is found to work thoroughly well. Of 
course, no one who is not deserving such an honour receives 
promotion, and it is found that the chance of obtaining the 
more responsible and more highly-paid and privileged post 
acts as a very healthy stimulus to the exertions of the 
subordinates.. The day-nurses are of two grades, upper and 
under. The upper nurse. assists the sister in attending 
to the nursing proper, while the under nurse is ex- 
pected to do the more menial offices,—to be, as it were, a 
kind of housemaid—to do the light cleaning about the 
ward, and look after the diets, &c. There is, besides, a 
regular staff of scrubbers to clean the floors and do the 
heavy work. The under nurse, or “diet nurse,” as she 
is often called, to distinguish her from the upper or 
“ ward nurse,” in time acquires a knowledge of the duties 
of nursing proper, and, if she prove herself competent, is 
promoted, and may, perhaps, eventually attain the dignity 
of sister. The night-nurses are a separate staff entirely ; 
they receive the same wages, and are fully as competent as 
the upper day-nurses ; they never do any day duty, and are 
entirely responsible for the night conduct of the ward. In 
case of emergency they summon the medical officer, or, if 
the patient cannot be left, they call the sister. Thereis no 
i sig apne of night-nursing. The nurses do not 
belong to any nursing association. We understand that 
the authorities of the hospital have, more than once, applied 
to the Nightingale Institution to supply them with a 
trained sister, but have always received the answer that 
there were no sisters available. We should like to have 
some explanation of this, as we cannot think that the sub- 
scribers to the Nightingale Institution ever desired that 
the results of it should be monopolised by one hospital. 
The wards of St. *s are very lofty and big, the 
cubic space varying from 1200 to 2600 feet per patient. The 
air was everywhere fresh and pure. We saw some excellent 
samples of beef-jelly for night consumption. Al] the nurses 
to whom we spoke had heen three or four years at their 
work. 

At St. George's Hospital, where there are 353 beds, the 
nursing staff numbers seventy persons. There are thirteen 
head-nurses, who are equivalent to the sisters of hospitals, 
twenty-four assistant-nurses, twenty-one night-nurses, and 
ten probationers. These are superintended during the day 
by the lady-superintendent of nursing, and during the 
night by a special night-superintendent. The night-super- 
intendence is an old institution here, and is found to work 
capitally ; in fact, the lady-superintendent informs us that 
she could not feel easy at night without it. The night- 
superintendent, who is a of a superior class to the 
nurses, is expected to be continually making the rounds of 
the wards during the night. The head day-nurses sleep in 
rooms adjoining the ward, and in cases of great emergency 
the night-nurse would call one of them ; but, except under 
very pressing circumstances, it is her duty to call one of 
the other night-nurses (and the wards are so managed that 
one nurse is always within hail of another), and then to 
fetch the night-superintendent, who, if necessary, would 
see that the house-surgeon or physician was called up. It 
is a fiction here that the resident officers do not communi- 
eate directly with the nurses, but always through the me- 
diation of the day or night superintendent. It is the 
custom for the day and night superintendents to accompan 
the house-surgeons and physicians at their night visit, an 
to receive from these officers any instructions which they 
may have to give as to the night-management of their cases. 
The night-nurses never do any day-duty. They are quite 
distinct from the day-staff, and are required to be fully 
trained nurses before they are engaged. The night-super- 
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intendent has in her care a supply of extra beef-tea and 
milk for the night consumption, but, no extra stimulants 
are allowed to be given withont the express sanction of the 
medical officers, The milk, of which we saw a sample, was 
excellent ; the beef-tea was rather fat and, though cold, 
perfectly diffluent. It was not a first-rate sample of beef- 
tea. The nurses of St. George’s Hospital do not belong to 
any nursing association, 

At the Westminster Hospital there are about 200 beds, 
The nursing staff consists of the matron, six sisters, and 
sixteen nurses, The sisters and nurses are selected by the 
matron or the hospital board, There are seven night- 
nurses, 80 that each nurse has the charge, or an average, of 
thirty-three patients, but for cases requiring extra atten- 
tion special nurses are provided. The night-nurses come 
on duty at 10 P.m., and remain on duty till 2 the next after- 
noon (sixteen hours). This isa Jong stretch, and one of the 
nurses told us that she often found it somewhat trying; but 
it was, nevertheless, better, she said, than at. St. Bartholo- 
mew’s Hospital (whence, nine months ago, she had come to 
Westminster), where the nurses were not unfrequently on 
duty for twenty-five hours at a time! * There is no super- 
intendent of night-nursing, and in cases of emergency the 
night-nurse has to leave her patients tosummon help, The 
nurses here are expected to do a great deal of ward work— 
to fetch the dinners from the kitchen, clean the fireplaces, 
wash bandages, and scrub the floors of the ward after 
visitors haye been (which occurs four times a, week). 
There are some regular scrubbers, but only sufficient to 
scrub each ward once a week, which is manifestly not fre- 
it enough. In most of the wards the ventilation was 

ir, in some it was v , but in Luke ward it was 
very bad. Here we found t e watercloset particularly offen- 
sive, a gust of ammonia saluting the nostrils when the door 
was opened. The beef-tea whick we tasted was particularly 
good, being judiciously flavoured with vegetables. We were 
sorry to learn that the matron of this hospital has recently 
died, her death being attributed to blood-poisoning. 

At University College Hospital the nursing arrangements 
are under the management of the Sisters of the All Saints 
Home, Margaret-street. The hospital contains 150 beds, 
and the nursing staff consists of a sister superior, who has 
entire control, and is assisted by five sisters and twenty- 
three nurses and probationers, At the time of our visit 
there were eleven nurses on night duty, This is the usual 
number, but for any cases requiring special attention it is 
customary to put on extra nurses. The, sister superior 
(from whom during our visit we received the most marked 
and courteous consideration) informs us that great care is 
erercised in the selection of nurses, and certainly the style 
and appearance of the nurses at this hospital were most ex- 
cellent—superior to most and excelled by no other hospital 
in London. There is no superintendent of night-nursing. 
It is customary for the resident medical officer to make the 
round of the hospital the last thing at night, and it is no 
unusual occurrence for the sisters to visit the wards during 
the night. In case of emergency the night-nurse sum- 
mons her colleague ‘from the next ward, which she can 
readily do without leaving her own patients, the nurses in 
adjoining wards being in full view of each other. The 
night-nurses are entrusted with a small extra supply of 
beef-tea, milk, and stinrulants for night consumption. We 
tasted some of the ordinary beef-tea, which was fairly 
good. The arrangements in the children’s wards are first - 
rate. There are fourteen beds in. these two wards, and 
there are a sister and four nurses to do the work, At night 
there is a nurse in each ward, The lady superior agrees 
with other authorities as to the large amount of attention 
which children require, but is not in accord with the state- 
ment that they require very little attention during the night, 
her experience leading her toa directlycontrary opinion. The 
nurses are by turns on day and night duty, taking a month 
at each. The night-murses, are on duty from 9 P.M. to 9 
a.m., and before going into their wards are regaled at 8 p.m. 
with a substantial meat supper, with tea or beer. The 
wards at the time of our visit were warm and airy, The 
ventilation of this hospital is fairly good. ‘There is, how- 
ever, one thing which calls for immediate reform, and that 
is the state of the students’ urinal in the corridor of the 
* This startling fact may perhaps help to explain the unwillingness on 


the of the Treasurer of the Royal H: to allow our Commissioners 
to ye night visit. 











hospital. On the night of our visit it was most offensive, 
and the ammoniacal odour therefrom was detectable al 

a great length of the corridor. We would strongly coun 
the hospital authorities to look to it at onee, and, if its con- 
dition cannot be remédied, to remove it to a position where 
it will be less obtrusive and less harmful, 





Correspondence, 
“Audi alteram partem.” 
THE INCREASE OF LUNACY. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Srr,—I wish with your permission to make a few remarks 
on the letter from Dr. S. 'W. D. Williams in last'week’s 
Lancet, regarding the increase of, lunacy and the means 
for preventing additional building. The plan of returning 
patients to their friends, which Dr. Williams seems to claim 
as peculiar to the Sussex Asylum authorities, is, however, 


and has been for some time, practised in Middlesex. _—— 
the last year nearly thirty patients have been replaced 





their friends from this = and I have strong yo ad o 


adding to this number. g the time 1 was at 

Hatch I saw the same plan followed, and such a custom 
exists in many other county asylums. Nor bas it beem left 
for the relatives of these chronic lunatics and imbeciles to 
first express their desire to take them away, but I have in 
many instances taken the initiative, and, where a promisi 
case has presented itself, have written to the friends a 
examined, as far as ble, their capabilities of harbouring. 
Is not, then, Dr. Williams rather too severe in condemning 
so hastily the medical officers of the metropolitan asylums, 
and in accusing them of scanty knowledge of the “ patients 
relatives and their abodes?’ or are we to suppose that the 
requirements of the Sussex Asylum allow the superintendent 
to perambulate the eounty for the purpose of ascertaining 
the nature of the abode and the general hygienic and other 
circumstances in which the friends of patients are placed. 
Dr. Williams is, however,’ guarded, for he says that he 
knows “‘ probably as much about the patients’ friends as he 
does about the patients.” As the Sussex Asylum contains 
between 600 and 700 patients, and each patient will have an 
average of more than one relative or friend, it is, perhaps, 
“ probable” that as much is known of one as of the other. 

In some of the Middlesex asylums there are two médical 
superintendents, each of whom has a number of patients not 
greatly exceeding those at Hayward’s Heath; moreover, 
since the metropolitan superintendents are relieved from 
most of the lay work which occupies so much time in the 
county asylums, they are more at liberty to devote their 
energies to their patients. 

When the state of the London pauper population is con- 
sidered—living in small rooms in cramped-up localities, 
their great competition and long hours away from home, 
their large families, the dissipation and vice existing in 
most of the abodes whence these ee paeeieibe, 
different, in regard to healthy situation and tem 4 
from an agricultural county, it becomes evident that the 
families able to shelter an extra helpless member must be 
few. Granting, then, that Dr. Williams’s suggestions are 
good, they are totally inadequate to provide for the chronic 
mental disease of Middlesex. 

It is, I believe, proposed that the new accommodation 
shall be after the plan of Leavesden and Caterbam (but 
nearer to London)—viz., for harmless and chronic cases ad- 
mitting convenient clubbing; and capable of being sup- 
ported at 7s. per head per week. It is for persons affected 
with advanced demeftia, old-standing paralysis, &c., that 
the increased space is needed, and establishments like the 
new metropolitan asylums are just those that comply with 
the demand. These People require warmth, good nursing, 
regular hours, and wholesome food. Without these they 
die rapidly and miserably, and such nursing eannot be ob- 
tained except in disciplined establishments. ‘Take awa 
from Leavesden and Caterham, Colney Hatch and Hanwell, 
those whose friends might fairly support them, and there 
will remain in London still enough of the class I have de- 
lineated to require extra building. 








Tas, Laxcez,) 
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The Innacy Commissioners have distinctly opposed the 
treatment of chronic lunatics and dements except in regu- 
lated establishments, beeause they know that the weakest 
class of hnmanity can only get trae attention from disci- 
plined philanthropy. Be it understeod that I am not adyo- 
cating special asylums with all the elaborate paraphernalia 
associated with them in the minds of alienists, but I do 
insist upon places 6f Yefuge for these unfortunate persons, 
be they “‘asylums” or be they “ workhouses,” where that 
care can be bestowed ) whichis inrpossible in the homes of 
the London poor. tite i _ 

In most asylums there are young men and women slightly 
imbecile only, the usual “ helpers ” in the wards, who work 
well, but yet are unable alone to;fight the world’s battle. 
Now here is an outlet for charity. If some benevolent per- 
sons would but take these persons into their houses and 
employ them, they would have good and tractable servants 
at cheap wages, requiring only such A ad espe as a well- 
regulated household can afford. ant the last few 
months I have found homes for several in this way who 
must otherwise have remained incarcerated. If the — 
boards were to issue advertisements that the friends of 
patients undertaking to attend to them at home would be 
supplemented by a) weeklyaid,. some would doubtless 
respond to the call; but, I fear, few, and the extra expense 
to the parishes of having them after at home would 
be great. Should, moreover, any instances of neglect occur, 
the public would more than ever insist on specia] buildings, 

London jis so large, so all-absorbing, so full of vice, 

enness, and depravity, so different in all its life from 
eountry existence, that it is impossible to from one 
te the other; and whilst thinking that Dr, Williams may be 
able to keep the Hayward’s Heath Asylum to its present 
limits, I fear that the czy in Londen will for some time be 
* Build, build !” 

I am, Sir, yours obediently, 

T. Coarse Saaw, M.D., M_RB.C.P., 
acini oe Dipcltihonicet | een oath tp and 

Dee. 18th, 1871. Leavesden. 





THE MEDICAL DECLARATION RESPECTING 
ALCOHOL. 
To the Bditor of Tur Lancet. 

Str,—I wish, with your permission, to state the reasons 
which have prevented me from signing the medical declara- 
tion respecting alcohol. 

i, L admit that doctors have occasionally done harm to 
patients by injudicious prescriptions of aleohol. But I call 
ita great and mischievous misrepresentation to imply that 
the amount of drunkenness so produced bears any appre- 
eiable proportion to the total mass of intemperance, Any 
general or partial increase that may have taken place in 
the latter is, for practical purposes, to be ascribed. to the 
increase of all kinds of extravagant habits in all classes of 
society, coupled with the influence, in the case of the poor, 
he want of education and of physical comfort in their 

comes. 

2. To the uninstructed public, the assertion that the 
“dietetic value of alcohol bas. been, immensely exag- 
gerated” will convey a perfectly erroneous idea. It will 
seem to deny the alimentary character of alcohol. Now 
the latest researches by competent observers, on the 
contrary, tend strongly to the opposite conclusion. 

In fact, the only unobjectionable part of the declaration 
is the suggestion, in which I heartily concur, that the pro- 
fession should assist the Government to carry a reasonable 
Licence Regulation Bill, or to adopt other means of remov- 
ing needless und artificial sources of temptation to excess. 

I am, Sir, yours faithfully, 

Wimpole-street, Dee. 28th, 1871. Francis Ep. Anstis. 





THAMES SHIPPING INSPECTION COMMITTEE. 
To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 

Sir,—At a meeting of the sub-committee held yesterday 
at Guildhall, @. S. Pedler, Esq., C.C., in the chair, I was 
directed to forward you a history of the case detained by 
the Custom-house authorities at Gravesend, and to which 
reference was made in Tux Lancer, of last week. . The 








story you have related is that a case of choleraic diarrhea 
having occurred in a vessel from Copenhagen, the Customs 
authorities detained the ship for twelve hours, and reported 
it to the local authorities at Gravesend, but that no notice 
was taken of it by them, and that, without medical in- 
spection, it proceeded forthwith up the river. 

The facts of the case, however, are as follows:—The 
Norwegian schooner Amalia sailed from Waldermarsvik, 
Sweden, on November 12th, put in at Copenhagen, and sailed 
thence on November 22nd. Two days latera seaman named 
Sawuel Svensden, aged twenty, complained of being sick. 
The captain states that he seemed to suffer from cold, 
pains in the body and limbs, and looseness of bowels, He 
was very short of clothing, and the weather in the Baltic 
during the @ was severe. The vessel arrived at 
Grayesend on November 27th, and was detained by the 
Customs from 9 A.M. to 9 p.m. on the 28th. The case was 
reported to the inspector of nuisances at Gravesend as one 
of diarrhoea (not choleraic diarrhea), The authorities at 
Gravesend did not consider a complete medical inspection 
necessary because a ship had on board a man with loose 
bowels. They therefore took no further notice of the case, 
and the vessel consequently was towed up the river, and 
ultimately entered the Millwall Docks. The man (Syensden) 
remained on board until December 5th, no netice whatever 
of the case haying been given to the Poplar Board, or to its 
officers, On December Sth the man was removed to. the 
Seamen’s Infirmary at Greenwich, and the entry on the 
books of the hospital is to the effect that the disease from 
which he is suffering is phthisis. 

The whole correspondence is before me, and I believe this 
to be a true unvarnisbed history of the case. You will 
allow me to state that, from my own personal knowledge, 
the Mayor of Gravesend is jealously watching for the very 
first indications of a cholera outbreak, and that few men 
are more alive than he is to the necessity of very prompt 
measures the moment they are called for. But I cannot 
think any advantage can possibly ensue from sensational 
stories being dressed up to act as levers to urge on at a 
greater speed the work the committee have in hand; which, 
though it may not be D 0. ipo at the rate some may 
desire (I confess that I desire myself, but then I know the 
difficulties), is, I believe, laying a very solid foundation for 
immediate action in the case of an outbreak of cholera, and, 
what is more, doing all it has the power to do to prevent 
the introduction of the disease. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
C, Mermort Trpy, M.B., Hon. Secretary. 

Cambridge Heath, Dec. 20th, 1871. 

*,* We insert this letter in order that the public may 
have an opportunity of knowing what the Thames Shipping 
Inspection Committee, according to their own account, are 
really about. If the Mayor of Gravesend, “jealously 
watching for the very first indications of a cholera out- 
break,” has the prescience to discriminate between phthi- 
sical, choleraic, typhoid, dyseateric, and other diarrbcwas 
that oceur afloat, without emerging from the municipal 
chair or consulting his medical officer, he holds an emi- 
nently enviable position, and no “complete medical inspec- 
tion” will ever be required at the entrance of the port of 
London. But, inasmuch as, according to ourown knowledge 
and belief, the Committee is not “ doing all it has the power 
to do to prevent the introduction of the disease,” we recom- 
mend its members to study the Orders in Council dated 
the 29th day of July and 3rd of August respectively, and to 
take a leaf out of the book of the local authorities in the 
North-eastern ports of the kingdom.—Ep. L. 





BIRMINGHAM. 


(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 





Tue Bill prepared by the Sewage Committee of the Cor- 
poration of Birmingham has been thoroughly discussed by 
the Town Council during the past week, and has come out 
of the ordeal with comparatively little alteration or amend- 
ment. The powers given under the Act are very extensive. 














932 Tue Lancer,] 


BIRMINGHAM.—CRAIG’S SOLID PEA-SOUP.—MEDICAL NEWS. 








[Dec. 30, 1871. 








“ As to dealing with sewage, the Corporation-are to have 
wer to use their lands ‘for the purpose of receiving, col- 
ecting, storing, filtering, disinfecting, deodorising, defecat- 
ing, distributing, applying to of agriculture, irri- 
gation, or fertilisation, or other like purposes, or otherwise 
utilising or dealing with sewage and sewage matter.’ They 
may make, maintain, and repair all necessary ‘ works and 
apparatus ’—‘ buildings, tanks, receptacles, pipes, pumps, 
machinery’—for the purpose of ‘supplying sewage to 
occupiers of any lands for irrigation and fertilisation of 
such lands’; or they may use sewage for the same purposes 
on lands in their occupation, and they may cultivate such 
lands for ‘ all agricultural and farming operations, including 
the breeding, rearing, or feeding of cattle and stock’; or 
they may let such lands, or sell and dispose of them ‘ with 
or without a right to sewage irrigation.’ ” For the purifi- 
eation of the sewers it enacts that on and after Sept. 30th, 
1872, no person shall be entitled to have any drain, not then 
existing, provided or maintained at the expense of the 
© ration, for the purpose of conveying away from any 
building or land, any sewage, or filthy or refuse water not 
freed to the satisfaction of the Corporation from “excre- 
mentitious matter,” and this is defined to include “all hnman 
and animal excreta.” On the same principle the refuse from 
the works of galvanisers, wire-drawers, and manufacturing 
chemists is to be excluded from the sewers. If on the 
report of the medical officer of health (whose future exist- 
ence is evidently contemplated, though not at present 
provided for), or of the inspector of nuisances, or two legally 
qualified practitioners, any privy or cesspool appears to be 
so constructed as to be a nuisance, or injurious to health, 
the owner of the building is to alter it, and in case of 
failure of the owner, the Corporation may, within twelve 
hours after the expiration of notice, de the work by their 
own servants, and charge the owner with the costs. The 
Council objected to the clause relating to waterclosets, 
which were to be assessed in proportion to the rateable 
value of the premises, according to a schedule given, and 
decided to levy a uniform tax of 10s, for each watercloset. 
These are the principal provisions which will interest 
medical readers, but the Act, which is in fifty-two sections, 
has evidently been carefully drawn up, and its adoption 
will be a great boon to the town of Birmingham. 

The subscriptions and donations paid or promised in 
connexion with the laying of the foundation-stone of the 
Queen’s Hospital extension already amount to £1076, and 
considerably more has yet to be paid in by various indi- 
viduals, and by the masonic lodges whose members took 
part in the ceremony. 

The Children’s Hospital will benefit by the recent bazaar 
to the extent of nearly £3000, a much larger sum than the 
promoters of the scheme either asked for or expected. A 
recent writer in the Birmingham Daily Post comments on the 
prevalence of the “bazaar fever” in rather severe terms, 
and recommends that steps be taken to stamp it out as a 
public nuisance ; but still, on his own admission, £20,000 of 
net profit has been realised in this way during the present 
year for various charitable objects in Birmingham alone, 
and it is difficult to conceive any other plan by which any- 
thing like such an amount Bae be obtained. That they 
are not always conducted with the greatest propriety cannot 
be doubted, but still the ladies who preside at the stalls 
are earnest in the cause of their respective charities, and 
any little shortcomings ought to be overlooked for the sake 
of the good work in which, at great personal inconvenience, 
they are engaged. 

Small-pox is evidently on the increase, both here and in 
the neighbouring towns of the Black Country. At Walsall 
45 cases are reported, and the corporation have taken steps 
in conjunction with the guardians to provide suitable hospital 
accommodation for any cases that may occur. In Wolver- 
hampton there are about 200 cases, and, the present small- 
pox hospital being too small, it is expected that additional 
accommodation will be at once provided. The contagious 
wards in both the Birmingham hospitals are almost full, 
special arrangements are therefore being made to accom- 
modate any further cases at the workhouse infirmary; and 
a special medical officer, Mr. Burton, has been appointed to 
attend to them. Revaccination is being extensively per- 
formed, but the supply of vaccine is much too limited to 
enable the various practitioners of the town to meet all 
their requirements. 








Dr. Lionel Beale has generously presented a copy of his 
works to the Midland Medical Society, as a memento of 
the warm reception aceorded him on his recent visit to 
Birmingham. f 

Mr. W. G. Grant, secretary to the South Staffordshire 
Hospital, has been elected house governor and secretary to 
the General Hospital, in place of Mr. Fowke, who has re- 
cently been appointed,-after several years’ valuable service 
to that institution, the permanent secretary of the British 
Medical Association. 

Mr. J. Priestley Smith, a successful studentof the Queen’s 
College, who distinguished himself last year by serving in 
one of the German field hospitals during the war, has 
been elected house-surgeon to the Birmingham and Midland 
Counties Eye Hospital. 

Early in 1872 a new medical periodical, to be called the 
“Birmingham Medical Review: a Quarterly Journal of the 
Medical Sciences,” will be published. The pr ters think 
“that there is need of a magazine which shall efficiently 
represent the state and progress of medical science and 
opinion in the provinees,” and “of an independent organ 
of medical criticism published in the provinces.’ ‘The 
annual subscription is fixed at 10s. 








CRAIG’S SOLID PEA-SOUP. 





We have ourselves tried this convenient and nutritious 
form of pea-soup, and wé have submitted it to one of the 
most experienced workhouse masters in the metropolis, in 
both cases with a completely satisfactory result. The soup 
is composed of pea-meal, pure beef fat prepared by a pa- 
tent process which prevents rancidity, extract of meat, 
and seasoning. It is sold in firkine or small rations at 8d. 
a pound. This quantity is equivalent to eight pints of 
excellent soup, e peculiar advantages are—1. Its cheap- 
ness, considering the e amount of nutritious matter it 
contains. 2. Facility of cooking; a packet is boiled for 
half an hour in a pint of water. 3. Its portability and 
keeping qualities. 

We can strongly recommend this form of soup to boards 
of guardians, clergy, and others, as a most convenient and 
nourishing form of relief. It was tried during the antumn 
mancuvres, and several ships have already been provided 
with it. Some distinguished regiments have also petitioned 
that a ration of this soup may be served out as an evening 
meal in lieu of cocoa. 

> 
Tledical Hels. 

Apornecarizs’ Hatt. — The following gentlemen 
passed theirexamination inthe Science and Practice of Medi- 
cine, and received certificates to practise, on Dec. 21st :— 

Beardsley, Arthar Arnold, Grange, Lancashire. 
Chilcot, James, Southsea. 
Cowley, John Selwyn, Upton-on-Severn. 
Griffiths, William Eawia, Kensington. 
Lungley, Frank, Lewes, Sussex. 
Parkes, William Edmand, Handsworth, 
Richards, John Edward, Ruabon, North Wales, 
Sayer, Charles Wathen, Sutton, Somerset. 
Searle, George Clement, Tewkesbury. 
Edward, Leeds. 
Sh: e Metcalfe, Hunslet, Leeds. 
Wallis, Edward Darby, Bodmin, Cornwall. 
Wilkinson, Joseph Cradock, Spalding. 
Willis, George, Soham, Cambridgeshire. 
As Assistants in Compounding and Dispensing Medicines :— 
Anthony, David, Cardiff. 
Bannerman, Charles Alexander, Preston. 


Hensby, Robert Place, Mildenhall. 

Perks, Samuel Woodhouse, Hitchin. 
On the same day the following gentlemen passed their first 
professional examination :— 

Francis Thos. Atkins, Clement Frederick Bryan, George Edwardes Keer, 
Wm. Gunner Nash, James Octavius O’Brien, and Herbert Price Tayler, 
Guy’s Hosp.; Frederick Barrow, King's Coll.; John Maddan Bromley, 
Univ. Coll.: Ernest J. Cronch, Charing-cross Hosp. ; Herbert Markant 
Page, Birmingham ; David Protheroe Saer, St, Mary's Hosp. 

On Monday next the Act passed in the late session 
to amend the Merchant Shipping Acts will come into opera- 
tion. 
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Dr. Davies, one of the public vaecinators of the 
Wrexham Union, has received a Government grant of 
£83 14s. for efficient vaccination.—Dr. Thomas Crowther, 
Poor-law medical officer to the Luddenden district, Halifax 
union, has received £38 15s. for meritorious vaccination. 
This is the third time Dr. Crowther has had the honour of 
receiving the Privy Council grant in the above department. 


Hedical Bypointments 


meagan, J.A., F.RCS.E., Sareea Sas 1 ‘he 
Northern Jiospital, vice a “oi Miitoee R.CS.E,, 
Crocker, J., M.R-C.S.B., has been elected Scar mere am and Public Vae- 


einator for the Bingley District of the Keighley Union, Yorkshire, vice 
T. 8. Usher, M.D., M.&.C.8.E,, resi 

Davrus, D, A, M-R.C'S.E. -» has been appointed ape gs Clinieal Assistant 
at the Hospital for Consamption and Diseases of the Chest, Brompton, 
vice Swan, whose appointment has expired. 

Gorpos, J. G, M.B, CM. has been appointed Senior House-Sargeon to 
i , Boal Infirmary, “Manchester, vice Wm. H. Carruthers, M.D. 


Guement, J., L.P.P. & 8. Glas., has been appointed Medical Officer for 
District No.5 of the Wolverhampton Union, vice H. D, Best, M,R.C.S.E., 


resigned. 

Haagvey, H., M.B., L.R.C.S.Ed., has been appointed Senior House-Surgeon 
to the Southern Hospital, Liverpool,.vice Wm. Little, L.B.C.P.Ed., 
M.B.CS_E , resigned. 

Houwenneys, J H., M.R.C.S.E., has been appointed House-Surgeon to the 
Royal Surrey County Hospital, Guildford, vice T. Flower, M.B.C.S.E., 


Lepiarp, H.A, M .B., M.RCS.E., has been appointed Junior House- 
to the Royal Infirmary, Manchester, vice Gordon. 








Hotes, Short Comments, amd Anstuers to 
Correspondents, 


Tae Lawexyce Mitrrany Asytrex mm Iwpr. 

Tax Lawrence Military Asylum at Sanawar, near Kussow)ie, notwithstand- 
ing its lofty temperate position, appears to be anything bat a healthy 
establishment, if we may judge from the amount of zpmotic disease that 
prevailed among its inmates in 1869. During that year, out of an average 
strength of 242 boys and 178 girls, there were 13 admissions and 3 deaths 
from typhoid fever. The total admissions to hospital from all causes 
during the year were 959, and the total deaths from all causes 6, half of 
which, as already shown, were due to typhoid fever. The Army Sanitary 
Commission remarks that the occurrence of the latter disease indicates 
that the air or water, or both, had been polluted by fecal matters. The 
dormitories for boys and girls, we are told, are of large dimensions; six of 
the boys’ dormitories are calculated to contain respectively 29, 30, 30, 30, 
36, aud 71 beds; four of the girls’ dormitories actually contain 23, 24, 40, 
aud 44 beds, The beds are not arranged as in ordinary barrack-rooma, in 
two rows between the opposite walls, except in one instance; while in 
five of the boys’ dormitories and in two of those of the girls there are 
4 beds between the opposite walls. In one boys’ dormitory there are 5, 
and in two girls’ dormitories there are 3. The Commission understand by 
these figures that they represent the number of the rows of beds between 
opposite windows. ‘They recommend the diminution of the rows of beds, 
and improved systems of ventilation, water-supply, and latrine arrange- 
ments; and in any future buildings for asylum purposes they propose 
that small dormitories with 10 or 12 beds in-each, and two rows of beds 








be =, wLRCPL, M.R.CS.E., has been ad Resident Medical 
cer to the St. Pancras and North ern Dispensary, Euston-road. 
O’Meana, F. A, L.B.C.PEd., LRCS Bd, has been appointed Medical 
Officer and Public Vaccinator for the Colyton and Shute Districts of ie 
Axminster Union, and District No. 8 of the Honiton Union, vice J. 5 
Snook, M.R.C.S. E, deceased. 
Rix, W. k, M.RCSE., has been appointed Resident Medical Super- 
imtendent to the Bradford new Fever Hospital. 
my as , has been appommted Surgical Registrar to King’s 
ospita 
Scoxespy-Jacxsoy, T., M.B.,C.M., L.M., MRCS. = been a Drom 
Resident Medical mes: to the District Hospital, 
G. F., L.B.C.P.L., M_B.CS.E., has been 
for the Fulstone District of the Huddersfield U vice ws 
Waxes, T.8., M.R.C.S.E., Surgeon to the Liverpool Ege and Ear In- 
firmary, has been appointed Lecturer on Ophthalmic Medicine and 
Surgery at the Liverpool Royal Infirmary School of Medicine. 


Birs, arviags, amd Deaths 


BIRTHS. 


se Ww the 20th inst., at Grosvenor-street, the wife of T. Buzzard, 

M.D., of a son. 

Crover.—On the 23rd inst., at Cavendi-h-place, Cavendish-square, the wife 
of J. T. Clover, F.R.C.S.E., of a son. 

Lioyrp.—On the 2sth inst., at ‘Grange-road, Bermondsey, the wife of Albert 
Lioyd, M.R C.S.E., of a daughter. 

Macwan.—On the 23rd inst., at Bury St. Edmund's, the wife of Robert 
Maenab, M.D., P.R.CS.Ed., of a daughter. 

Szizy.—On the 26th inst., at Kirkcowan, Wigtonshire, the wife of RB. B. 
Selby, M.D., of a daughter. 

Verwon.—On the 26th inst., at W the wife 
of Bowater Jobn Vernon, F.R.C.S.E., prematurely, of a son. 

Warsow.—On the 24th inst., at ee et wee Cavendish-square, the wife 
of W. 8. Watson, F.R.CS.E. , of a daughter. 


MARRIAGES. 


Freanwx—Camrppetit.—On the 5th inst., at Cannes, Philip Fran 
F.R.C.P.L., late Army Medical Staff, to the Lady Campbeil. 

Garrrira—Ba etow. —Onu the 20th inet., at St. Paul's, ham, Alfred 
Leete Griffiths, M.D., of Norwood, to Mary Ellen, of the late 
Rickard Barton, Esq. 

Magwzies—Linpsay.—On the 26th inst., at St. Nicholas, Liverpool, Joseph 
Home Menzies, M.D., to Mary, daughter of the late Thos. Lindsay, Esq. 











DEATHS. 
Armustroye.—On the 18th inst., Alfred Armstrong, M.D., of Lower Nor- 


wood, 
Cray.—On the 25th inst., T. F. Clay, L.R.C.P_Ed., M.R.C.8.E., of Stratford, 
Essex, aged 62. 
Grace. - the 23rd inst., H. M. Grace, M.R.C.S.E., of Downend, Bristol, 


Howrer.—On the 19th inst., at Wilton-place, MRCSE aged 72 (after a long 
illness), John Charies Hunter, ahaa, M 

Mituge.—On the 24th iost., P. Miller, M.D, of The on, , aged 89. 

Ricuaupsox.—On the 16th’ inst., at Hastings, E. Richardese, M. D., late of 
New Commercia!-road ‘Bast, aged 47. 

Sxxoe.—On the 2ist inst., at Northanberland-street, Trafal gar-square, the 
infant and only sou of J. J. Skegg, L.R.C.S.Ed. 

Vsnnon.—On the 26th inst., at Wimpole-street, Cavendish-square, Emmeline 
Agnes, the wife of Bowater John Vernon, FRCS B., aged 22. 

Watiace.—On the 16:h ult., at Fort Muachee Bhawhun, Lucknow, East 
ae of cholera, Mary 


allace, aged 23. 


Geraldine, wife of Staif AssistentGargeon Seba | 








b opposite windows, should be adopted. 

G. G. P.—1. We do not remember any good Handbook on the first subject. 
2. Weightman's Medical Practitioner's Lega! Guide, and Glenn's Manual 
of the Laws affecting Medical Men. The former is published by Renshaw, 
Strand ; the latter by Messrs. Churchill. 

An Old Subscriber may obtain the work of Messrs. Triibner. 

Dr. Robi —Our dent, as the new-comwer, should call upon the 
residents. 





IMMERSION sND Pacxixsea 
To the Baitor of Tux Lancer. 


Sra,—I have no wish to maintain, as “ W. B. H.” seems te imply, that in 
every case the pack should be pastersed t to prolonged i ‘Dhe p 

take is simply this: In most cases the former will be sufficient, Again, 
it seems to be more scientific, more easily regulated, as a rule more grateful 
to the feelings of the patieut, and never to call for measures to combat the 
sudden depression of vital eperey that often attends the immersion, such as, 
as iu Dr. Fox's first gus of threatening collapse, with a scarcely per- 
ceptible palse.” The ¢ let Points of difference bei ween the two u of 
treatment would seem to be: Immersion cools rapidly, perhaps by direct 
abstraction = hest, but there must always be the risk of producing mterna) 

tion, &e. while the pack promotes dissipation of excess of heat by 

increasing the exhalant action of the skin, and at the same time it is ob- 
vious that a great amount of heat must be drawn off in the process of evapo- 
ration of the water in the sheet. Here there is no chance of internal mis- 
chief, because the teudency, of course, is for the circulation to be carried 
towards the general surface of the body. A ready illustration may be got if 
we cousider the length of time that is occupied, and the immense amount 
of heat that is carried off, in the process of ing a kettle dry, even over a 
fiercely burning fire. It is easy to see that in the pack the heat mecessary to 
vaporise the water must be considerable, and can come only from the bod 
of the patient. At the least would it not be wiser to try the pack first in @ 
cases, and if it fail, and the temperature stiil rise, then to wy the more 
“heroic” remedy ? Your obedient servant, 

December, 1871. A. B. Mewzo. 





Lactowa, 

Tuts is a new modification of cow's milk, announced lately by Morfit. It 
is said to present the constituents of the natural milk as a white, homo- 
gencous, semi-jelly, with only so much of the original sugar meta- 
morphosed as suffices to impart a delicate acid taste. Its refreshing 
flavour, the agreeable smoothness of the card portion, and the intimate 
blending of the latter with the whey, are declared to be characteristic 
properties. Its author, whose reputation as a chemist gives weight to 
his opinion, claims for it great advantages as a very assimilable, dietetic 
pabulum, on the ground of both its chemical and external qualities. 

X. M. ¥. had better consult his solicitor on the points he submits for our 
opinion. 

Da. Tarier’s Improvewerts 1x Hovse Daearvacn. 
To the Baitor of Tux Lancer. 


Srx,—In the description given of my invention in last week’s number of 
Tus Lancet, it is stated that the gases passing backwards from the sewer 


are supposed to be carried up the ventilating ebaft throagh the charcoab 
te and oon through the large charcoal chambers, 
As the ventilat shaft pene ype the charcoal purifiers terminates in a 
° 


perforated sphere «bove the roof the house, through which the purified 
gases escape, and the large charcoal chamber is placed on a level with the 
ground ip convexion with another portion of tbe drein-pipe, the inaccura: 
of the above statement is apparent. The sewer gases are carried off by the 
ventilating shaft containing the charceal purifiers, and escepe above the 
roof through the sphere at the top; the large charcoa) chamber is on a leve) 
with the ground, aad purities any gases which may have escaped being 
drawn up the shaft. Vide illustration in last week's number, 
Your obedient servant, 
December, 1871. Ww. i. Tayizs, M.D. 








934 TusLancer,], NOTES, SHORT COMMENTS, AND ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. [Dxe.’80, 1871. 











Halifaz.— the newspaper article referred to by our correspondent does not 
accurately represent the facts. The Registrars-General of England, Scot- 
land, and Ireland, are, it is true, not medical men; but the Branches of 
Vital Statistics attached to these three Departments are, and have been 
ever since their formation, under the sole direction of medical men—viz., 
Dr. William Farr for the English branch, Dr. Stark for the Scotch, and 
Dr. Burke for the Irish. The Vital Statistics of the Army and Navy are 
likewise under the exclusive superintend of medical rs of the 
two services. These several Branches of Vital Statistics are afi independ- 
ent of each other, and they are regulated pretty much by thé force of vir- 
cumstances, not by any Act or Acts of Parliament. As regards the Statis- 
tical Departments of other countries we cannot speak with certainty; but 
our distinct impression is that their Vital Statistics are mostly under the 
charge of medical men. For example, there is (or was) Dr. Zuelzer at 
Bérlin, and Dr. Glatter at Vienna, 

Mr. J. Dawsen.—Yes, we have previously answered the same question. 





Scagtatimna is. Lyine-tw Women. 
To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 


Sre,—A correspondent, writing in your number of Dec, th, makes a 
statement which one shrinks from letiing pass unchallenged—viz., that 
rushing from a ease of malignant scarlet fever to attend a labour, it is a 
sufficient safeguard to walk or ride the intervening distance. 

eral mouths ago you published an i t article, noticing the 
uency with which scarlatina is the cause of fever in the puerperal state. 
eases of fatal fever after childbirth recently mnipreated 408 eeply. In 
one case the illness began on the third day trom delivery. I had an oppor- 
tunity of seeing the patient on the fifth day. She had a copious dark sear- 
latina eruption; she was quite comatose, and died within a few hours. The 
nurse bad put the infant into bed with its mother up to the same morning ! 
The child ale» took the disease and died. | Iw the other case the patient's 
illness also began on the third day from delivery; “ typhoid’ symptoms deve- 
loped and she died on the ninth aay. There was no searlatina eruption, yet 
ag oe J the case was one of that disease; for on the third or fourth @ay of 
er illness two little boys in the house sickened with scarlatina, for which 
no probable source of iufe tion could be traced, unless they tuok the disease 
from the mo'her. Afterwards the house was not properly disinfected. After 
some months a little girl, who had been promptly removed when her brothers 
Were attavked, was brought back, and thereupon took the disease severely ; 
ulger of pharynx followed, edema of glottis, and death. A devoted lady, 
who had removed her in the tirst case, mow pursed the little girl, took s¢ar- 
latina iv a malignant form, and died. 

One could vot help the painfal fear that possibly the medical attendants 
had conveyed infevtion to the two patients in labour. I do not know 
either gentleman ; but | learned that im the first case the accoucheur was in 
accive atte: on scariet-fever patients in the village. 

If. your correspondent must go from a case of scarlet fever to a labour, 
surely the least precnution should be to change the coat (black cloth being 
peehobly very retentive of infection), amd to wash the hands and face with a 
strong disint ctings lution. I have adopted the rule, in attending any east 
of scarlatina, smali-pox, or measles, of wearing'a waterproof india-ru coat 
while im ine sick-r«om. Lt ean be roiled up inside out in small compass, 
and put in the pocket ; afterwards hung out in the open air all night. If the 
novelty of wearug ii whev tue weather is fine rouses the friends’ curiosity, 
none the worse, it seems to me, coosidering the prevalent ignorance and 
apathy about infection. Iam, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Bishop’s-road, W., Dee. 26th, 1871. . Witeserorce Sutrn. 


Wallingford.—A correspondent dwells upon the fact that everyone appears 
to be running in one groove in regard to the etiology of typhaid fever, 
attributing that disease to the results of imperfect drains, sewers, eexs- 
pools, and bad water. On the other hand, he suggests that food of an 
unwholesome kind may be the cause—sach as the consumption of “high” 
game, or of birds that have fed upon grain that has been “dressed”; the 
process of dressing in some counties consisting in the uge of sulphate of 
copper or arsenic. We give the suggestion for what it is worth; but we 
confess that we think “ everyoue” is already in the “right yroove,” and 
that our correspondent’s is the wrong one, and is not supported by any 
trustworthy evidence. We do not, of course, deny that “high” game 
occasionally gives rise to symptoms of poisoning and diarrhea in the 
consumer ; but between sach symptoms and typhoid fever there is a very 
wide difference. 

Mr. F.C, Skey’s communication has been received. 

Dr. H.—We believe they are as wholesome as those of others. 


Way 18 Maranta woke Daw@rgovs at Nigut ? 
To the Editor of Tus Lancer. 


Srx,—In reply to your correspondent who asks, in your journal of the 
16th instant, why malaria is more daugerous at night, especially to those 
sleeping in its neighbourhood, than it is in the same place in the daytime, 
the following reasons oceurred to me, which, with due deference, | beg to 
submit to your superior judgment. 

révson why maleria is always most dangerous at night (also at early 
morning) is owing to the temperatare of the atmosphere being lower than 
it is in the dwytime, and the action of the falling dews in absorbing the 

ing avd unwholesome exhalations, and thus bearing them down 
to the earth; and also to the tact that the lighter gases are not so much 
diffused through the air as they are in the daytime, owing to the absence of 
the sun’s rays, which rarefy the phere, prod atmospheric cuar- 
rents, by which the poisonous gases &e. become more dilu with the 
purer air. Troops (I presume your correspondent refers to them) in a 
neighbourhood where malaria exists are peculiar! — to its dangerous 
effects at night if they sleep i. that nliguboeth ; for troops in camp 
almost invariably sleep on the ground, or at most but little raised above it, 
and thus are exposed to the evil effects of carbonic-acid gas in addition to 
the malarious exhalations and septic poisons which hang around. 


our obedient servant, 
Grays, Essex, December, 1871. Jas. 8. Faure, M.R.C.S. Eng. 











Mr. H. Stuart, (Gravesend.)—The papers set for the last or any previous 
preliminary examination of candidates for the diplomas of Fellow and 
Member of the College, may be had of C. F. Hodgson and Son, 1, Gough- 
square, Fleet-street, price 6d.; or by return of post on the enclosure of 
seven postage stamps. 

Ow1ne to the publication of an Index and the appearance of other matter, 
we are compelled to defer noticing ications until our 
next pum 


Meal Diary of the Weck. 
Monday, Jan. 1. 


Roya Loxpoy Opmraacmic Hosprtat, Moorristps.—Operations, 10} 4.0. 
Roya Wesemtnster QOratreacmic Hosrrtau.-Operations, 1} p.m. 

St. Maux’s Hosertar.—Operations, 2 P.a, 

Merrgoro.itan Faas Hosrirar. tions, 2 P.m. 


Tuesday, Jan,. 2. 
Royat Lowpon Orparmacaurc Hosprrar, Moonrretns.—Operations, 10f 4.11, 
Roya, Wesruiyster OpatHature Hosritan.—Operations, bf r.m. 
Guy's Hosrrtau.—Operations, 1} P.a. 
Wesrminstze Hospitar.—Operations, 2 v.m. 
Nationat Ontnorapic Hosritat.—Operations, 2 p.m. 
Rovar Fars Hospitan.—Operations, 2 P.x. 
id Insrizytion.—3 r.m. Prof. Tyndall, “On Ice, Water, Vapour, apd 
r. 


PatTHovoGicaL Sociery or Loypow.—-8 p.«. Apnual Meeting; Election of 
Officers, &c.—The following Specimens wil) be exbibited :-—-Photogzaph 
from a Cage of Leprosy; Deformity of Pharyox; Pea im 
Capa! ; Perforations of Bowel in Typhoid ; Malignant Growth of Femur+ 
Uleer of Bronchus opening igte Pulmonary Artery; Sections of Medulla 
in Hydrophobia; Syphilitie Disease of Eocephalic Arterioles ; Renal 
Caleuli of Cystie Oxide ; Sequel of a Case of Blood Cyst; &v. £e. 


Wednesday, van. 3. 

Roya. Loypos Orutaataic H M 

Mrippciesex Hosprrat. 1 PM. 

Sr. Georer’s Hosrrtan. hthalmic Operations, 1} ?.™. 

St. Mary's Hospcpan.—Operations, 1} P.x. 

Roya. Wastmiystee Opataaumac HosprraL.—Operations, 1} P.x. 

St. Baatno.omew’s Hosrrtar.—Operations, 1¢ P.a. 

St. Toomas’s Hosertat.—Operations, 2 p.s. 

Krye’s Cotizen Hosertat.—Operations, 2 p.m 

Graat Noxtusans Hosrrrat. 2 eat. 

Uneversizy CoritaGs Hosprtan.—Operations, 2 v.m. 

Hager pu ITAL, nyt P.M. 

‘ANCRR PuTaL.—Operations, 3 p.m, 

Rovat Mice 1cau Socrzety. — 8 v.«. Dr. Carrathers, “ On Fossils of 
the Coal ”—Mr. Jas. Bell,“ Ou Fermentation and its Results.” 

Oustetrica, Socirty or Lonpoy.—8 p.m, Annual Meeting.—Dr. Playfair, 
“Ona the Treatment of Empyema in Children.” — Mr. Jalland, “ On a 
Case of Vaginal Th bus.” —President’s Address, 
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MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


Curstcan Socrery or Lowpon.— Partial avd | 
general idiopathic pericarditis, 578—Lupus } 
erythematosus, ib. — Melanotic tumour of the 
eye, 579—Rodent cancerous ulcerations of the 
face 673—Contraction and obliteration of cavi- 
ties in phthisis, ib—Wound of the intestine 
daring ovariotomy, 7#0—Thoracentesis in a 
case of simple pleuritic effusion, ib.—tTntra- 
cranial disease cured by iodide of potassium, 
851—Neuralgia excited by syphilitic infection, 
ib.—Aphasia, ib.—Ventricular and cerebellar 
tumours, 852— Disease of the heart, ib. 

Dvuntrx Ousreretcan Socrery.—The opening 
address of th~ President, 781 

Huwrerty Socrery.—The President's address, 











640 

Mepicat Society or Lonpow.—Adéress of the 
President, 607—Traumatic dislocation of the 
crystalline lens into the anterior chamber, 639 

Tithotrit y followed by lithotomy, ib. —Pibroid 
phthisis depending on traumat 
gelatinous pol)pus, ib.—New lithotrite on 
syringes, ib.— inoplastic operations, 713— 
On urethral rheumatism, ib—Embolism of the 
entire retinal artery,7 779-—Mascular anwethesia, 
ib.—Remarkable recovery in a case of impale- 
ment, 850—(Edema of the lung after smali-pox, 
ib. — Interesting ophthalmic cases, ib. — Apo- 
ples following disease of the kid 

ilitic ulcers cured by skin-graft ng, ib 

Disease of the right lobe of the cerebellum, 887 
—On excision of the scapula, 914 —Contagious- 
ness of typhoid fever, ib. 

Cunsegeenee, Socizty or Lonpoy.—A new ex- 
pan cylindrical speculam uteri, 16i—Case 
of salties a death in the puerperal state, ib.— 
Diagnosis of the least known varieties of 
uterine ivflammation, ib. — Intermittent eon- 
tractions of the uterus during pregnancy, their 

bysiological value and assistance in diagnosis, 

Soot Imperfectly involuted uterus, 750— Osteo- 

malacia, ib. — Novel method of using the ute- 

rine sound for redressing a flexed uterus, ib.— 

Prolapse of the female genitalia, 751 — Abdo- 
minal pregnancy, 915 

Parno.oeicat Society or Lonnox. — Acute in- 
terstitial hepatitis, 639 — Hydatids of the Peri- 
toneum, ib. — Cystic dilatation of the kidney, 
714—Tuberculous ulceration of the intestine, ib. 
—Epithelioma, 714, 817—An intracranial aneu- 

of the middle cerebral artery, 817 — Aneu- 
rism of tke innominate artery, ib—Ophthalmo- 
scopic demonstration in a case of optic neuritis, 
ib. — Excision of the elbow-joint, ib. — (Edema 
gilottidis, ib. — Dilatation of the arch of the 
aorta, 887 — Disease of a capsules, ib. 
oa pneumonia, ib.—A cirrhotic liver 
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anesthe _ = o! 
the larynx by section of cartilages &c. in 
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uoetienp 749 — On unilateral atrophy of the 


dysmenorrhea, 816 — On the pathology of sear- 
latina and the relation between enteric and 
scarlet fevers, 885 
Medical Societies, the, 515; on the aims and 
duties of, 572; and Joliseat ggyeton, 615 
Society of London 
students, address to, 351; registration of, 
408, 442 ; new, 564, 581; the work of, 613, 719 
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Medico-Chirurgical Transactions, 56 
Medico-legal responsibility, a question of, 333, 








414, 477 
Medico-Psychological Association, 225 
Meeres, Dr. by the ry applica- 
tion of bichioride of an va sevens 
Melbourne ay and its criti 
Membrana tym; 


“yt nee of | _ 267, 318 
Mercantile 
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631, 704, 744 
Meteorology, Introductory Text-book of (review), 








Metropolis Water Bill, the, 58, 135, 172, 233 
Metropolitan Asylums Board, 232 
charities, 860 
gas companies, the, 338 
police torce, the, 270 
Micrographie Dictionary, the (review), 542 
Miecro-ruling on glass or steel, an instrument for, 
872 
Microscopical Journal (review), 16, 859 
Middlesex Hospital, 617, 880: old students’ din- 
ner, 521; Reports (review), 17 
Midwifery, operative, 113; difficult, 282; action 
for alleged malpraxis in, 649; consultations in, 
839; subcutaneous injections in, ib. 
Miles, Mr. E. M., obituary notice of, 903 
, Mr. H. c, obituary notice of, 207 
Milford, Dr. F., the general hospitals in Sydney, 
840 
Military hospitals, organisation of, 21 
medicine, 454 
surgery, a recent contribution to, 104 
Milk, workhouse, 203 
Milne, Dr. A., the Principles and Praetice of Mid- 
wifery, with some of the Diseases of Women 
(review), 122 
Milroy, Dr. G., the mission of, 895 
Milward, Mr. = Poor-law Medical Officers’ Asso- 
ciation, 837 
Mines, the regulation of, 697 
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tassium, 814 


growths in the larynx; ay by b 
tomy; recovery, 468— 
fibro-cellalar tumour in the bu buttock, ib. 
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lodged in the larynx ; 
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Removal of a fibrous 
the mouth, 676—Operation 
removal of the intermaxillary bone. 


tenotomy, ib. 


aspiration, 259—Singing b machen 
children, 431—Spontan Ae A J eee Ye ae 


of the abdomen treated an 
Fracture of the 


arating scrofulous gland o neck treated 
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mydriasis, and hyperemia, with anwsthesia of 


Lupus exedens of twenty years’ standing; rapid 
cicatrisation under large doses of iod. iodide of po- 


Guy's Hosprrau.—A case of gouty granular kid- 
neys and irruptive pneumonia, fatal by aeute 
ema of the larynx and Jungs, Neng ete 
roncho- 


aoe qeaanatet 


on the seventh day, 468—Chorea treated 


removal 
of a recurrent tumour in front of knee; ampu- 
= of thigh, 12—Removal of numerous cal- 
culi from the bladder by lithotem Fe ho 
a smal 


‘ions for polypus of the rectum, necrosis 
of the tibia, and stricture of the urethra, 430— 
tumour from the roof of 
for oae ihe with 


ration for fistula in ano, ib. — Operation for in- 
ternal hemorrhoids, 884—Disease of both hips. 


Lonpon Hosprrar.—Fracture of olecranon in 
both arms; one triceps wasted and paralysed, 


the other ot good strength ; rupture of 
tendo Achillis, Ieee Paneaidteares treated b 
location of the femur, wr Fenewatin Gas 
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ib.—Dislocation of both 


sacrum, 
ends of the clavicle, Yarn mon following 
violence to the nose, ib.— hing 


Ertieptic.— Singing by Sevdtoen Oe {aphasie) 
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incarceration of the latter; her- 

niotomy ; radical cure, 218—A case of cholerine 
distinguish from Asiatic cholera, 290 
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clinical remarks, 


= opaque optic nerve-fibres ; 


Sr. yn ey Hosriran.—Popliteal aneu- 


rism treated by ligature of the femoral artery, 
191— The extension of fractured thighs by 
means of an elastic spring, ib,—Sangnineous 
tumour of the neck ; hamorrbage from rupture 
of the external carotid artery; death, 467— 
Traumatic olneme recovery, 4683—Fatty tu- 
mour, 677—Epitheliomata of the lip, ib. —Re- 
moval of the superior maxilla, ib.—. wal of 
sequestrum from a necrosed humerus, ae 
phoid fever complicated bematuria 
Poestelie abscess, leading to pra 
of urine, 712—Severe compound mo gn of ~~ 
kes in women over seventy 


covery without amputation, io Remekable 
distortion of a knee-joint following rheumatic 
inflammation, ib.—Reeurrent po gy 7 nad in 
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Lemkoumpuicanetionthons et thaiace 
amputation ; tetanus; death, ib. 


ease, 19-—Unusual toms from overloaded 

rectum, jb.—-Alcoholism, ib.—Cases of —_ 

matic fever, 

sarca, enteric lever, and bysteria, —O a. 
i 420—Epilepsy and 
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on their duration and treatment, 636 


Sr. ose Hosprray.— Two cases of tet 
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— Disease of the tarsal bones simletea by 

matous tumours, 883—Extensive Psst 4 ab- 
ly situated lump in 


scess in the ib.— 
the right loin, with vomiting, ib. — Disease of 
the ankle-joint, 854 

Seamen’s Hosrrrat, Gerexwicn.— Notes on 


fifteen eases of chronic dysentery, 160—Seven 
cases of searvy, 397 


Univeastrx Coituce Hosrrrar, 


—Operations for 
stone in the bladder, stricture, and hare-lip ; 
clinical remarks, 46—Reduction of obesity pre- 
jeg to operation, 539—Cases of epithelial 

rodent ulcer, and upunited fracture of 


. of the lung complicated 
with bronchitis, 747—Phthisis following ewe Bree 
monia of the right lung and bronchitis 

left, 813 


Wxst Lonpew Hosrrrar. — Acute 


; recovery, 159—Perforating oer 


of the @ um, ib.—Stone in the bisdder ; 
litbotrity; cure, 260—Recurrent stone in the 
3 ; cure, 676 
Moir, Mr. J 
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Moiony, Mr, P. J., the degree of M.D., 837 
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Muscalar anwsthesia, cases of, 7 
—— force to exercise, relation Me 182 


a r, the ares — school of, 409 
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: ipo on the, 
760; the he, 789 
— sangaineous tumour of the, 
Goeth, sity of the external carotid artery, 
of scrofulous abscess 


a - ie Sera 

‘epenthe, the action of, 457 

Nerve-fibres, the peripheral distribution of non- 
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6 sais 
Net Dr. D. D. T., pruritus vulvie, 454 
Neumann’s Text-book of Skin Diseases (review), 
5Al 


Neuralgia ex:ited by syphilitic infection, 861 

Newcasttx-croxs-Trve Coxgersrorpescr. — 
The coronership of North Northumberland, 
562—Small- 


1 Drees 563 
¥ 7 vo gpey erm 148, -, 
rw evodie — Improved portable enema 
, 295—Xylonite, 401—A new splint, ib.— 
improved army medic l field jers, 437 
—The new 612—Valcani 
urinometers, &., ib .—Black bee's resilient skele- 
ton specalum, 820—Improved drains, traps, 
and closets, 890 
Mr. J., death of, 146 
Newman, Mr. A. J., case of strangulated obtarator 
perpia, combined with reducible femoral hernia, 
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New Yorx Corzxspoxperce.— Pharmacentical 
legislation in America, 342 
Nicol, Dr, P., case of shifting partial hemiplegia, 


454 
tingale, Miss F., on Lying-in Institations 
review), 
ursing in the London hospitals, 642, 680, 
— silver in painful swellings of the joints, 
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Mr. T. eon’ rheumatism, 909 
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Obturator hernia, 600 
(Edema glottidis, 817 
(Esophagus, ital obliteration of the, 581 
Official deliberation, 409 
— funectionary and sinecurist, an, on 
Ogle, Dr. W., on dextral pre-eminence 
Oicham, Dr. HK, introductory address be at Gay's 
Hospital, 501 
Olecranon, fracture of, in both arms, 158 
Oliver, Dr. 8., an oakum respirator, 45 
Open surgeries, 1390 
Ophthalmic — interesting, 850 
congress at Heidelberg, the, 657 
operations, 
Oppolzer’s suecessor, 241 
Optic nerve, on disease of the, 39; fibres, opaque, 12 
neuritis, is, ophthalmoseopic demonstration 
in a case of, 817 
Ord, Mr. W. au, Notes on Comparative Anatomy 
(review), 580 
Osborn, Mr. H., disinfectants and dissection 
wounds, 311 
Os ealcis, excision of, 884 
i jacia, 760 


Osteo-myelitis and “a 473 

Osteotomy, case of, 

Os uteri, epithelioma of the, excision, 47 

Otley, Mr. W. H., ae ion for aurists, 627 

Out-patients and provident dispensaries, 582, 92 

Ovarian tumour in an infant, operation at the age 
of three years, 850 

Ovariotomy, cases of, 431, 713, 748, 776 ; wound of 
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